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And Yet— 
By Norman C. Schlichter 


Faye inte Op These lives of ours; 
All life by which we live. 

How then be true to Him and not 
Our substance freely give? 


Our substance? Nay, we have no thing 
That is not gift divine. 

How small must be in His dear sight 
A tithe of yours and mine! 


And yet, for giving this mere mite 

Of things we do not own, 
The windows of Heaven He opens wide ; 
Pours blessings from the Throne! 


Such is the Love that asks for tithes ; 
For portions small returned 
Of priceless gifts, seen and unseen, 
And every one unearned. 
we 


“Another Happy Crisis” 

Most of us dread a crisis. Yet crises 
are sure to come to most of us, sooner 
or later—sometimes repeatedly and 
often. A crisis is a critical time; the 
words crisis and critical come from the 
same Greek root. The Greek is from 
the verb meening to separate. In dis- 
ease the crisis is “that change which in- 
dicates whether the result is to be*re- 
covery or death.” So any crisis is a 


decisive moment, a turning point, a time 
of difficulty or danger. How fresh, chal- 
lenging, and unusual, then, is the request 
a. Christian man recently made in 2-let- 


ter to a Christian friend of his: “Don’t 
forget me just now in another happy 
crisis. ‘Happy’ because it will be just 
another deliverance ‘through your 
prayers and the supply of the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ.” Should not every 
crisis in the life of every Christian be 
a happy crisis? 
Pad 


Leonard Legters Called Home 


After an unusually rich and fruitful 
experience in missionary work for more 
than twenty years, the Rev. Leonard L. 
Legters was called Home to be with the 
Lord on May 18, from a hospital in Por- 
terville, California. Mr. and Mrs. Leg- 
ters had been on the Pacific Coast in 
conference work, and had had a week of 
rest with friends and in a Yosemite Val- 
ley trip. On Friday, May 10, he did 
not feel well; Saturday night he suffered 
severely all through the night from pain 
in his chest and arms; yet Sunday morn- 
ing he preached with his usual vigor on 
Colossians 2:6: “As ye have therefore 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 
ye in him.” That afternoon the pain 


aa 


returned; he was taken to a doctor’s 
office, where a serious attack came on, 
evidently a coronary thrombosis. He 
was taken in an ambulance to the hos- 
pital, and was under the care of two 
special nurses and skilled medical atten- 
tion. His Home-going came the follow- 
ing Saturday. It leaves a gap in Chris- 
tian service that it seems difficult or 
impossible to fill. Mr. Legters became 
associated with the leaders of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony more than twenty’ 
years ago, his own spiritual life having 
been revolutionized at one of those con- 
ferences before 1920. When the Pioneer 
Mission Agency was founded in 1921 Mr. 
Legters was made Field Secretary, and 
has continued in that responsible posi- 
tion ever since. A sketch of his unique 
work will be published in an early issue 
of the Trwes. Mrs. Legters wrote to 
friends, while her beloved husband was 
in the hospital: “I know that he is in 
our Father’s hands, and that He will not 
take him Home until his work here is 
finished; and if that is now, then for him 
to depart and be with Christ is very far 
better. I am being wonderfully sustained 
‘according to His glorious power.’” 


When Christians Tithe --a Testimony 


give one-tenth of their income to 
the Lord? There are. those who 
say that tithing is an obligation that 
God laid upon Israel under the law, 
and this is true. “And all the tithe of 
the land, whether of the seed of the 
land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the 
Lord’s: it is holy unto the Lord... 
And concerning the tithe of the herd, 
or of the flock, . . . the tenth shall be 
holy unto the Lord” (Lev. 27:30, 32). 
Other passages in Numbers and Deuter- 
onomy reiterate Israel’s duty of tithing, 
and give specific instructions for it. But 
long before the law was given, Abram, 
after God had specially blessed his mili- 
tary campaign undertaken in order to 
liberate Lot and his family and posses- 
sions, “gave . . . tithes of all” to Mel- 
chizedek who “was the priest of the most 
high God” (Gen. 14:18-20). 
Whether tithing is an obligation resting 
upon Christian neople in this age of 


Saves Christians tithe,—that is, 


grace is a question concerning which 
equally devoted Christian people and 
students of the Bible hold different 
views. But it has been well said that, 
if giving one-tenth of one’s income to 
the Lord was an obligation resting upon 
Israel under the law, then the Church 
under grace certainly ought not to have 
a lower standard in this matter than 
Israel under law. The Scripture plainly 
teaches that God has lifted to the high- 
est plane spiritually those who are “not 
under the law, but under grace” (Rom. 
6:14), and that he “hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ” (Eph. 1:3), and that “all 
things are your’s” because “ye are 
Christ’s” (1 Cor. 3:21-23). Tithing was a 
command to the Jew. In the Church of 
Christ, Christian Stewardship or Syste- 
matic Giving is plainly enjoined: “Upon 
the first day of the week let every one 
of you lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him” (1 Cor. 16:2). Certainly it 
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is the Christian’s privilege to tithe, and 
there is abundant testimony that God 
blesses in the most remarkable ways, 
both temporally and spiritually, those 
who of their own free will enter into 
this privilege. 

The Sunday school world is studying, 
in the International Uniform Lesson for 
June 23, a searching word spoken by 
God through the last of the Old Testa- 
ment prophets, Malachi. “Will a man 
rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But 
ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? 
In tithes and offerings. ... Bring ye 
all the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be meat in mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord 
of hosts, if I will not open you the win- 
dows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:8-10). 

It would seem to be significant that 
this challenge and promise from God is 
one of his last words spoken by inspira- 
‘tion just before the beginning of the 
age of grace in which we live today, 
and in which God is eager to pour out 
such boundless blessings upon his peo- 
ple. 

As Paul Rader once said, “You can’t 
beat God giving.” Those who give freely, 
gladly, cheerfully to God,—and “God 
loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7),— 
can bear abundant testimony that this is 
true. Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times wel- 
comes the opportunity of giving its 
readers a remarkable testimony in this 
field as a side light on the lesson in Mal- 
achi. A Connecticut reader, a warm 
personal friend of the Trmes and its staff, 
whe was also a devoted friend of Ralph 
and Edith Norton of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, has sent the Trues this testi- 
mony from a lifelong friend of his, whom 
he calls by his first name, “Ed.” Before 
letting the latter tell his own story, 
readers will be interested in what his 
friend has told the Editor about him. 
Here it is: 


Ed has always been a tither and a 
giver. 

He has given a larger proportion of his 
income to the Lord than any man I 
know. 

And has given at times when it was 
not easy to do so. 

Soon after his marriage (which was 
sixty-six years ago) he was out of em- 
ployment, and during seven weeks hic 
only income was three dollars a week 
for taking care of a man’s horse. But 
when the three dollars came in, thirty 
cents was immediately put in the “Lord’s 
Box” — Ed never thought of doing any- 
thing else. 

Some years ago he was in a financial 
venture which, if successful, meant that 
a considerable sum of money would 
come to him, but if not successful he 
would lose practically all he had. He 
talked to the Lord about it. He told 
the Lord that if, in His wisdom, He 
would permit the. matter to come 
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through, he would give one-half of all 
he received to the Lord’s work. 

After many anxious months success 
came, and Ed received the largest 
amount of money he had ever received 
at one time in his life. Immediately 
one-half was put in a separate trustee 
bank account. 

This fund was not passed out indis- 
criminately to any appeal that came 
along, but much care and wisdom were 
used in its distribution. 

Often money was given in such a way 
as to inspire others to give. Sometimes 
an emergency-need for funds would 
arise in our church—a deficit to be 
made up, unexpected repairs to be taken 
care of, or some new program to be put 
over. People would say, “We cannot 
raise such an amount. It’s impossible.” 
Ed would reply: “Of course it’s impos- 
sible —that’s the reason we are going 
to do it.” Then I have seen Ed get up 
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before the whole congregation and offer 
to match every dollar they would put 
into the proposition—one dollar of his 
for every one dollar of theirs. 

At other times he would call together 
five men, or perhaps ten men, and say: 
“If you fellows will raise twenty-five 
per cent of what we need, I will give 


twenty-five per cent, and we can go be- - 


fore the congregation with one-half of 
the amount pledged.” 

And now for Ed’s own story, which 
he has written out at the urgent request 
of his friend and has let THe SuNpDay 
Scuecz Trmes share with its readers: 

Sixty-six years ago a boy and a girl 
formed a partnership and began plan- 
ning for a home of their own. They 
intended to have it a Christian home, 
and God was to be a partner in the firm, 
his share to be not less than one-tenth 
of the income. 

(Continued on page 465) 
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Letters on the Rimmer Series 


In this issue Dr. Harry Rimmer gives 
readers the fourth article in his series 
telling the extraordinary story of the 
lawsuit brought against the Bible and 
himself as a result of the offer of $1,000 
made by the Research Science Bureau 
(of which Dr. Rimmer is President) to 
anyone who will prove that there is any 
scientific mistake in the Bible. Two 
more articles, in coming issues, will 
probably conclude this series, which is 
such a reassuring testimony to the im- 
pregnable truth of God’s Word. 

A British Columbia pastor recently 
sent a subscription to THE SunpAay SCHOOL 
Times for a minister friend in India, 
and in his letter accompanying the sub- 
scription he wrote: 


I wish his 24 weeks to begin with the 
issue with the first article of Harry Rim- 
mer’s account of his trial. I am so happy 
over this wonderful victory for God's 
truth in these dark days that I want this 
dear brother, a former co-worker in India, 
to share its uplift and praise God with 
me. I do not think he is a subscriber to 
the Tmves. It may be that through this 
introduction he will become a sharer in 
the blessing that flows from your press 
weekly. 

I am anxiously looking forward to Dr. 
Rimmer'’s first article describing that con- 
flict. (This was published in the Tmves 
of May 18.) That courtroom in New York 
was a battleground between God and the 
Devil, and you are giving Dr. Rimmer the 
opportunity to broadcast the clash of arms 
and swell the shouts of victory. Because 
God in wondrous grace has saved me from 
the modern infidelity, I have dedicated 
my pulpit to him as another battleground 
between God and the Devil, and I shall 
be delighted from time to time to relay 
the account of this conflict and victory 
to ray people, and I am happy to’say that 
they will swell the shout of victory. 





ened 


When Dr. Rimmer was sued for the 
$1,000; our daily paper drew the attention 
of its readers to that fact; but, so far as 
I have seen, it has not drawn attention 
to the outcome of the trial. If they do 
not soon draw attention to the victory I 
am going to ask them for their reason 
why. 

From the fragments of information that 
have come to hand about the arguments of 
the enemy, I am surprised to see that they 
had to go to the waste-paper basket of 
infidel objections and arguments that have 
been fully refuted over and over again. 
If they never read these refutations they 
show their jgnorance; if they have read 
them, they show their insincerity as pro- 
fessed seekers after truth. 

I am praising God for such men as 
Harry Rimmer, his lawyer, and for such 
Papexs as THE SunDAY ScHOOL 


Another reader, in Pennsylvania, 
makes ihe following interesting com- 
ment: 

I think this (the lawsuit) was one of 
the biggest blunders the Devil has made 
since the resurrection, when they placed 
those Roman soldiers to watch the grave 
so thai no one could steal this “Babbler” 
from tne grave. My prayer is that, by 
the time Dr. Rimmer has finished this 
series, there will be more people who be- 
lieve in the Lord than if this had not 
happened. 


Many a desperate assault of the Ad- 
versary against the truth of God and 
the children of God has meant only fresh 
triumph for the truth and God’s chil- 
dren. and greater defeat and disaster for 
the Enemy of souls. There is abundant 
evidence that Satan’s attack in the Rim- 
mer Lawsuit has meant just this, and 
that we are seeing afresh, in the blind 
and impotent efforts of men whom Satan 
is using in his vain hope to. discredit the 
Word of God, how “surely the wrath of 
man shall praise thee” (Psa. 76:10), 
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the Israelite camp ? 
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Were the quail piled up in a complete square around 











the Bible entered as Floyd vs. Rim- 

mer, the plaintiff’s allegations of er- 
ror concerning “too many quail” filed 
charges against the accuracy of the Bible 
covering two and a half pages of legal 
paper, written in single space and inter- 
spersed with certain interpolations of 
plaintiff’s counsel. These are too volumi- 
nous to be reproduced here, but some 
extracts are given. 

“(e) That in the Book of Exodus, said 
Bible, chapter 16, verse 13, it is stated: 
‘And it came to pass, that at even the 
quails came up, and covered the camp,’ 
which same bare statement is elabo- 
rated and detailed, specifications given, 
in Numbers 11: 31-33: 

“31: And there went forth a wind 


[' THE now famous lawsuit against 


| from the Lord, and brought quails from 


the sea, and let them fall by the camp, 
as it were a day’s journey on this side, 
and as it were a day’s journey on the 
other side, round about the camp, and 
as it were two cubits high upon the face 
of the earth. 

«39: And the people stood up all that 
day, and all that night, and all the next 
day, and they gathered up the quails: 
he that gathered least gathered ten 
homers: and they spread them all abroad 
for themselves round about the camp. 

« «33: And while the flesh was yet be- 
tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, the 
wrath of the Lord was kindled against 
the people, and the Lord smote the peo- 
ple with a very great plague.’” 


The Errors in the Plaintiff’s Case 


In this citation I have omitted all of 
the attorney’s comments, the cheap wit 
that seeks to ridicule God and his Word, 
and have presented only the essential 
facts. The Complaint then elaborates 
in eight sections the alleged errors in 
this record, and I condense it in this 
fashion: 

1. Plaintiff alleges that a day’s jour- 
ney is 28 miles. 

2. That a cubit is 22 inches. 

3. That there was a square mass of 
quail surrounding the camp of Israel, 
piled up solidly on the earth to a depth 
of 44 inches, which mass was 2,992 square 
miles in area. 

4, That there are 55 quail in a cubic 
foot. 

5. That there were nineteen trillion, 
five hundred thirty-eight billion, four 
hundred sixty-seven million, three hun- 
dred fifty-six thousand, six hundred and 
seventy-two quail in the pile (19,538,467,- 
356,672). ‘ 


We are told in the Book of Numbers 
that a wind from the Lord brought 
quail and let them fall by the camp 
of the people of Israel “as it were 
two cubits high upon the face of 
the earth.” Does this mean that if 
a man had tried to walk through 
them he would have been knee deep 
in the bodies of the birds? Upon 
this idea, and one or two other 
errors as to length and width 
(which, incidentally, involve incon- 
ceivable figures of fourteen digits), 
the plaintiff based one of his most 
important arguments against the 
Bible. But by a close reading of the 
Scriptures, and elementary mathe- 
matics that anyone can follow, Dr. 
Rimmer again shows the weakness 
of his opponent’s case, and the rea- 
sonableness of the Bible record. This 
is the fourth article in the series, 
which will be continued next week, 








6. That each Israelite had to pick up 
and gather 85 quail per second. 

The errors in the plaintiff’s carefully 
constructed case are numerous and glar- 
ing. 

In the first place, plaintiff cites an 
event that is recorded in Exodus 16, and 
adds to this record details of a second 
and separate event that appears in Num- 
bers 11. A child should know better 
than this. The account of the first mi- 
gration of quail, given in Exodus 16, 
occurred on the fifteenth day of the 
second month (16:1) of the Exodus, 
while they were between Elim and Sinai. 
One month later (19:1) they reached 
Sinai and went into camp, where they 
stayed almost a full year. When they 
left Sinai they journeyed three days into 
the wilderness (Num. 10:33), and there 
ran into the second annual migration of 
quail, and suffered the experience that 
is recorded in Numbers 11. The details 
of this episode cannot be made to apply 
to the experience of the previous year, 
as the Complaint alleges they do apply. 

But the major fallacy is in three sep- 
arate factors: 

1. The shape and dimension of the 
mass. 

2. The length of a day’s journey. 

3. Whether the quail were piled up 
two cubits deep, or flying low. 

The question has to do with the num- 
ber of quail gathered by the Children 
of Israel. To establish his claim of a 
gross error in the Bible, the plaintiff 
in this unusual action postulated that 








the quail were in a complete square, on 
all four sides of the camp. But the 
text specifically states that they were 
“as it were a day’s journey on this side, 
and as it were a day’s journey on the 
other side” (Num. 11:31). That is, two 
sides only, and we cannot make a square 
with only two sides. The Hebrew text 
further states that these quail were a 
day’s journey from camp, and does not 
say how wide the flight may have been. 
That is to say, the quail coming in on 
an east wind split their flight when 
they approached the camp, and passed it 
on the north and the south sides, about a 
day’s journey away in each of these two 
directions. So the shape and dimension 
of the flock are not as the plaintiff al- 
leges. 


How Long Was a Day’s Journey? 


The fantastic figures of the plaintiff are 
derived from the theory that a day’s 
journey was 28 miles, and that the quail 
were thus piled up in an area 56 miles 
square. This figure is arrived at by 
assuming that they were 28 miles to 
the north and an equal distance to the 
south, being 56 miles on that side. They 
are also alleged to have extended 56 
miles east and west, and all calculations 
are then based on this supposition. No 
proof or evidence of the fact alleged 
is offered or even suggested, —just the 
bare statement of a confessed enemy of 
the Bible that it was so. This fact must 
be kept in mind, as we are asked to 
reject the Word of God upon the un- 
supported word of one who offers no 
proof to justify his claim. 

The fact of the matter is that a day’s 
journey was the distance that the Is- 
raelitish host could cover in a given 
day, and it varied from day to day. 
The terrain covered had a lot to do with 
the mileage achieved, for one thing. At 
certain times they journeyed through 
deep sands, and progress was slow. At 
other times they were climbing rugged 
hills, or were pressing on rapidly be- 
cause water was scarce. But at no time 
did they make 28 miles in a single day. 
They carried all their camping equip- 
ment with them, and they pitched their 
camps before daylight failed. There 
were old men and women in the com- 
pany, and above all else there were ten- 
der babes. The host numbered about 
two and a half million people 1, and the 





1A calculation based on the fact that in 
numbering Israel only the men able to go to 
war were counted (Num. 26:2), and that the 
figure 601,730 is given as the total of this 
fighting host in Numbers 26:51. 
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minimum birth rate for such a number 
would be two hundred every day. Those 
newborn babes must have slowed them 
down ! 

But most important of all, they had 
enormous flocks and herds. These ani- 
mals all had to graze as they journeyed, 
and had to be watered as well. It is a 
matter of common knowledge that sheep 
are very tender, and cannot be driven 
far in one day. If sheep are being 
moved under emergency conditions, and 
there is urgent need for haste, they may 
be forced to make from eight to ten 
miles a day, for not more than three 
days. If,they go longer than that, four 
to five miles is the maximum for safety. 
This was a long journey, as it lasted 
forty years! And the plaintiff in this 
ease said they averaged 28 miles a day. 
‘In that case they were different from 
any sheep I ever saw,—they must have 
been crossed with antelopes! 

This basic figure of 28 miles is purely 
a figment of the critic’s fevered imag- 
ination. Moses has given us part of the 
itinerary covered by the people in their 
wanderings, and we read this record in 
Numbers 33. The longest single day’s 
journey they ever made was fifteen 
miles, and they rested for days to let 
their flocks recover. On two other occa- 
sions they made eleven miles in one day, 
and each time paused for days to rest 
the flocks again. Each of these instances 
was made necessary by shortage of 
water, and they are not to be taken as 
typical. On certain days they averaged 
from four to five-and-a-half miles, and 
on many more they made from a mile- 
and-a-half to three miles for the entire 
day. From Egypt to Sinai their flat 
average was three miles a day. 

So even if the plaintiff was right, and 
the quail were in a solid square: (which 
they were not), his figures are still fan- 
tastic and weird. For instance, if we 

-square 56 and deduct the 144 miles of 
camp, as the plaintiff alleges must be 
‘done, we have 2,992 square miles of quail. 
But if we allow the maximum of five- 
and-a-half miles a day, and square 
eleven miles, and deduct the 144 square 
miles of camp, we have 23 square miles 
‘less than no quail at all! Which is cer- 
tainly a reductio ad absurdum! 

It being thus apparent that we cannot 
estimate the area, since we have no sem- 
blance of a defined region and no estab- 
lished unit by which to multiply, we 
scarcely need introduce the third point, 
which completely nullifies this attempted 
demonstration of error in the Scriptures. 

~The issue turns finally on whether or 
not the quail were piled up two cubits 
deep on the face of the earth. 

It is a fact that the King James Ver- 
sion of the Bible states, “two cubits high 
upon the face of the earth.” But ‘this is 
a misleading translation, which is cor- 
rected in the Revised Version and in 
the Scofield Reference Bible. The He- 


brew states that they were “about two 
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cubits above the face of the earth.” This 
makes a world of difference. 

In both the episodes of the quail we 
are dealing with an annual migration 
which still goes on today.1 Every year 
the quail in northern Africa mass to- 
gether in encrmous flights, and migrate, 
as do ducks and geese in North America. 
They follow a traditional route on this 
flight, and the modern fowlers in Egypt 
hunt them even as was done in days of 
old. In nets and baskets they are cap- 
tured; they are knocked down with long 
sticks; and many hungry folks get their 
most satisfactory meals in Egypt from 
this source. The surplus quail are dip- 
ped in hot salt water and dried or 
smoked, just as we do with ham or bacon 
in our national economy. 

“The quail has a very heavy body and 
small wings, and it does not fly high ‘for 
long periods. They wait for a wind go- 
ing their way in these long migrations, 
and thus “thumb a ride” part of the dis- 
tance!. At the end of a wind-driyen 
flight they are tired, and skimming along 
close to the ground. It is then that they 
fall easy victims to the hunters. 

This is just what Moses was writing 
about. The annual flight passed near 
the camp, and the meat-hungry people 
went three or four miles from camp to 
gather them as they struggled past. But 
they were not piled up on the earth, and 
there is no possible way in which we 
could arrive at a “scientific” conclusion 
concerning the number that were gath- 
ered. It is conceded that the number 
must have been enormous. God had said 
that the Israelites should have meat for 
thirty days, and there were two and a 
half million people to be fed by the quail 
that were gathered. It is not known 
how many hunters were active in the 
entire gathering, but the smallest num- 
ber any one man gathered was “ten 
‘homers,” or nearly eighty bushels. But 
the attempt to prove the exact number, 
down to one quail, is sheer folly, and 
violates all rules of intelligence. 

It has often been noted that men who 
deny God, and defy him, do not admit 
of or submit to rules in any other sphere. 
Indeed, how can they? If a man has 
said in his heart, “There is no God,” as 
a logical consequence he is supreme in 
his own sight. This fact was emphasized 
in this suit in a striking manner. The 
attorney for the plaintiff, who is de- 
scribed in the magazine Newsweek as a 


_ noted Freethinker, seemed to make up . 
_ his rules as he went along! It is for- 





1 Note by Editor.—Dr. Rimmer believes that 
God’s provision of the quail as meat for the 
Israelites at this exact time was what has been 
called a “mediate miracle,” that is, a miracle 
in which God used some natural fact in a 
supernatural way, using the ordinary forces of 
nature by his miraculous power at an exact 
moment when he would deal with his people 
for either their protection or their chastise- 
ment. Another mediate miracle is in Exodus 
14:21, when “the Lord caused the sea to go 
back by a strong east wind all that night,. and 


. made the sea dry land, and the waters were 


divided.” 
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-tunate that we have courts for such peo- 


ple. 

Years ago all of the errors in his 
premise were pointed out to him (see 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trues for May 18), 
and he had a superb opportunity to 
correct his dangerous mistake. Instead, 
he sought for another opportunity to 
hale the Bible into court and to assem- 
ble expert testimony to attempt to show 
that it is not, and cannot be, either in- 
spired or credible. The witnesses came, 
the case was tried, and in the next arti- 
cle the readers of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times will be taken into the court, in- 
troduced to the witnesses, and see for 
themselves just how the case was de- 
cided. 

(To be continued) 


vg 


A Class of Letter-Writers 
By Wouter Van Garett 


HEY are a class of young girls, and 

they are spreading a world of Chris- 
tian cheer by doing what so many for- 
get to do; they write letters: letters of 
praise, letters of comfort and encour- 
agement, letters of commendation. These 
cheerful missives have gone to the far 
corners of the world, and they have 
reached the neglected and forgotten near 
at home. 

It all began when the teacher sug- 
gested that the girls read a certain book, 
and, after they had read it, they were 
so happy about it that they kept talk- 
ing and talking about it. Finally some- 
one suggested that they ought to write 
to the author, and tell her how helpful 
her book had proved. The secretary 
wrote the letter, and the author’s reply 
was so gracious and so appreciative that 
every member was touched. 

The next step was a letter to various 
shut-ins, and it was written by the mem- 
bers of the class; each girl wrote to 
someone she knew about. The reports 
that came back were enough to make 
any girl happy. Then they decided that 
each girl should write to a missionary. 
It took several months to get the replies, 
but each girl received a letter. When 
these replies were read at the social 
and business meeting of the class the 
girls insisted that it. was one of the 
most interesting meetings they had ever 
had. 

That was the way the letter-writing 
idea got started, and it has been con- 
tinued ever since. Once each month the 
president calls for a report on the let- 
ters written; no one is required to tell 
to whom she wrote unless she wishes, 
but usually there are some mighty in- 
teresting reports. The class hears of 
letters that went to patients in hospitals, 
students away at college, homes that 
have been bereaved, and old folks who 
are lonely. A girl may call attention 
to a public official who is waging an 
honest fight against/corrupt politics, and 
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several members volunteer to write and 
commend her for her convictions. 
Church work is often regarded as a 
thankless job because there is so little 
appreciation shown for the effort that is 
put forth, and sometimes there is 
thoughtless criticism. These girls keep 
their eyes open, and whenever anyone 
deserves special praise a letter does the 
trick. From the sexton to the pastor, 


~ every worker is shown the appreciation 


he or she déserves. 

It may be a helpful article in a mag- 
azine, a good clean publication put out 
by some kindly editor, or the story 
papers in the Sunday school; the class 
observes the work, and writes letters 
of commendation. They seem to have 
an intuition to dig up the neglected and 
forgotten, who are doing their work well 
but are so often overlooked by the pub- 
lic, and they write them words of 
praise. 
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This wayside service, probably better 
than anything else, explains the fine 
morale of this class. Cheer and praise 
such as these girls dispense is always 
retroactive; it reflects itself back upon 
the sender. Every letter that goes out 
makes at least two people happy: the 
one who writes it, as well as the one 
who receives it. 

Every letter that is written is a Chris- 
tian letter; somewhere in its lines it 
breathes a tender appeal for closer loy- 
alty to Christ. Not once has the theme 
of the letters been misunderstood, or 
misinterpreted, but always the replies 
show a deep respect for the spirit that 
prompted them. 

It is needless to observe that there is 
practically no misunderstanding among 
those girls, no petty bickering, because 
each member is far too busy trying to 
spread cheer and good will and praise. 


Norwoop, Pa. 








A worldwide ministry to 
persecuted Jews 


“Whoso ... Beholdeth His Brother in Need” 
By Joseph Taylor Britan, D.D. 




















«<[.XCUSE me for troubling you, but I 

don’t know anyone who could help 
me and so in great desperation I ask 
you.” Thus wrote a Jewish girl to the 
Friends of Israel Refugee Relief Com- 
mittee. She had seen an article someone 
had written about the work, and as a 
last resort she wrote the Committee. “It 
is not for myself but for my parents 
who are in Shanghai,” she continued. 
“They were obliged to leave Germany, 
and Shanghai was the only place where 
they could go. They are stateless and 
arrived without any money and have not 
any probability of earning. In Berlin 
my father had a well going printing 
work for thirty-five years. I am the 
only child and am working in England 
now as a domestic. Please do help them 
to build a new existence, a new life, I 
beg of you with all my heart.” 

The treasurer sent some money to 
them in Shanghai. In due time the Com- 
mittee received a letter of thanks from 
the father who said: “Let me thank 
you from the bottom of my heart for 
your great kindness and allow me to 
inform you that your assistance has re- 
vived my courage.” Then in his letter 
he told how he had contracted typhoid 
fever and how the money enabled them 
to get a room where his life was saved. 
As the daughter is now working in Eng- 
land she is not permitted, because of 
the war, to send money out of England. 
The father writes further: “My despair 


forces me to ask you for further peri- 
odical support even though with small 
amounts.” 


The daughter writes a sec- 





ond letter: “My parents and I are over- 
joyed: They tell me... that they 
received the money. My parents are 
able to live three months on:the money 
— $25. Please accept once more my sin- 
cerest thanks.” 

Think of it, a life saved and two peo- 
ple living for three months for twenty- 
five dollars! Surely the donor of that 
money made a good investment. So the 
letters and appeals come. According to 
reliable information, there are twenty 
thousand refugees in China, — and China 
in the midst of war and famine in the 
northern part of the nation. Can we 
imagine the desperate conditions? 

The Friends of Israel Refugee Relief 
Committee, Inc. (710 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia), is one of several or- 
ganizations seeking to relieve the despair 
and the destitution of Jews and Jewish 
Christians in Europe. ‘There are un- 
counted thousands of Jews and Jewish 
Christians who, because they are Jews 
or have a fraction of Jewish blood in 
their veins, today have lost home and 
homeland, whose property has been con- 
fiscated, and who, without money and 
with only the clothes on their backs 
and in hand, have been driven here and 
there over the face of the earth or placed 
in concentration camps as cattle are 
driven and corralled. 

As these exiles have no money they 
become public charges on any land that 
gives them asylum. Many have been 
dumped from cold freight trains across 
national borders in open fields in the 
dead of winter with no food and no shel- 
ter. Thousands have starved and other 
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thousands have taken their own lives. 
All life is cheap under the insane power 
of a dictator. 

Realizing the desperate need of the 
persecuted people of Europe, the Friends 
of Israel Refugee Relief Committee was 
organized more than a year ago and has 
been incorporated in order that the Com- 
mittee may have legal standing and that 
its activities and benevolences may be- 
come of public record. It is therefore 
receiving appeals from many countries 
and from many people, appeals for finan- 
cial help from people who are starving 
and in despair. 

A recent cable from Stockholm reads: 
“Have ten persons Brazilian emigra- 
tion possibility. Two thousand dollars 
needed. Please cable if you can help.” 
We were able to send $500 of the 
$2,000 needed, but could not send the 
entire amount. These two _ illustra- 
tions and incidents give a glimpse of 
the work being done for the perse- 
cuted Jews and Jewish Christians of 
central Europe. The Committee is work- 
ing through tried and true missionary 
organizations of the churches of Eng- 
land and Scotland, through the Interde- 
nominational Missions to the Jews, and 
through the China Inland Mission and 
other organizations in daily contact with 
the refugees and their need. It is assist- 
ing these despairing persons in -lands 
where money is permitted to be sent. 
The Committee’s agents abroad can be 
trusted to place the money where it is 
intended by the donors, namely for the 
relief of refugees who except fer this 
aid would suffer slow starvation or 
death. 

Letters come from individuals in 
Europe, South America, and the United 
States asking for help. Many ask for 
steamship passage. There is still oppor- 
tunity for help in many lands where 
war-does not prohibit the sending of 
money. Many Jewish Christians who 
have but a fraction of Jewish blood in 
their veins are suffering the same tor- 
ture that is visited upon the Jew. The 
Friends of Israel Refugee Relief Com» 
mittee is conducting this benevolence 
with the least possible expense. Theré 
are no salaries paid, no office rent, and 
only incidental expenses, such as print- 
ing, postage, and advertising, are paid 
from receipts. Since the beginning of 
the work of the Committee in Decem- 
ber, 1938, it has received from contrib- 
utors $19,489.84. Almost all of this has 
been expended for relief, and the bal- 
ance js being allocated as rapidly as 
possible. Allan Sutherland, 710 Wither- 
spoon Building, Philadelphia, is the 
treasurer, to whom gifts should be sent. 
He will send receipts for all gifts. “But 
whoso hath the world’s goods, and be- 
holdeth his brother in need, and shutteth 
up his compassion from him, how doth® 
the love of God abide in him?” (1 John 
3:17.) 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


By Ernest Gordon 





—— 





News tells the story of Tomasi 

(Thomas) Paku, the pastor of a 
church at Yema, Free State of the Congo, 
which is housed in a fine frame building 
seating a thousand people. Six other 
church centers have been organized from 
this parent church. Yema was so ma- 
larial that it had to be abandoned by 
white missionaries and so hostile that 
when Tomasi first started preaching he 
was dragged by a rope around his neck 
until supposedly dead. “But the Lord 
caused me to breathe again,” explains 
Tomasi. This is a church of prayer. 
“You women when you want a fire don’t 
light a log in each corner of the house. 
You drag logs together and then there's 
a big blaze. When we come together 
for united prayer the fire burns.” 

Tomasi’s soliloquy to his own body’s 
members is quoted: 

“Left foot, if you take the first step to 
go in the way of that temptation may you 
be cursed. Right foot, if you make one 
advance in that path of sin, may you 
be forever paralyzed. Left hand of 
mine, if you yield yourself to those calls 
of the tempter, may you wither away. 
Right hand, if you are guilty of leading 
me into that transgressicn, may you too 
be cursed,” 


Liu Rang-shen was a Chinese tailor, 
given to gambling and broken in health. 
About the year 1925 he dropped in for 
evening worship at the home of a con- 
verted medium named Kuoh. ‘“I have 
not long to live,” he said to Kuoh. “Can 
your Jesus heal me?” “Yes, if you 
wholly trust him,” answered Kuoh, and 
handed him the copy of the Gospel of 
Matthew which had led to his own con- 
version. 

Three evenings later Liu returned, 
healed and saved, and later, in his spare 
time, sold a hundred or more Gospels a 
month from a table on the street in 
front of the church he attended. One 
day a man picked up a Gospel of John 
and began to read the first page. Look- 
ing up to Liu in wonder he said: “I did 
not know there was such a book as this. 
Had I known it I would not have spent 
my hard-earned three hundred dollars 
in printing and distributing Buddhist 
books, the best I knew.” 

April, 1936, saw tailor Liu starting out 
as a colporteur. He was equipped with 
two kerosene cans, enameled in blue and 
decorated with pithy Gospel thoughts. 
The cans were fitted to carry about 250 
Gospels and a supply of tracts, beside 
his own Bible, hymn book, and change 


Porews of Missions.—The Alliance 


of clothes, and were suspended from 
his carrying pole. In nine months he 
had sold 6,540 Gospels and traveled 2,650 
miles. He continued two years. His 
last entry was, “Resting because of sick- 
ness.” Not long after he entered into 
the joy of the Lord. 

In these two years he covered over 
4,000 square miles of mountainous and 
hilly country, visiting at least 300 cen- 
ters, often more than once. He placed 
in heathen homes 21,000 Bible portions 
and tens of thousands of Christian tracts. 
He gave up his home, health, and life, 
that these might hear the Good News. 
(Bible Society Record.) 


The Pioneer prints a remarkable let- 
ter from Mr. Fisk, missionary in Borneo, 
Ninety Dyaks were passing near his sta- 
tion, and he invited them to the meet- 





Gospel Songs for Africa 





Christian songs have been re- 
corded in native dialects of Africa 
and made into phonograph records, 
through the instrumentality of the 
son of Uncle John Meredith of the 
radio Family Bible League of 
Chicago. 

These have been distributed in 
villages. It had been discovered 
that in nearly every village of one 
region there was at least one phono- 
graph with jazz records bought 
from Arabs. 

These Gospel records, being in 
their own’ language and the only 
ones the natives have in their own 
tongue, are played night after night 
through that part of Africa with 
such songs as: 


What can wash away my sins? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 











ings. They refused, but later came to 
tell Mr. Fisk of one of their number 
whose mind seemed breaking. He talked 
of “a new heart, great gain, no death, 
and other foolish things.” 

“After Sunday school some sixty 
Dyaks came bringing the man with 
them. The moment I saw his face my 
heart was filled with joy. It was the 
radiant face of a man who had been 
instantly filled with the Spirit. In my 
experience I have never seen anything 
like it. -.When.I- began to question -him 


a kush settled down over the room that 
could be felt. He raised his hand and 
said that he had met the Lord Jesus, 
that He had entered into his heart, giv- 
ing him a new heart, and that his soul 
was never going to die, that he was to 
live forever. 

“Thinking that perhaps the man had 
heard these things from some Christian 
Dyak, I questioned him further, only to 
find that this had not been the case. 
He said that he had heard about Jesus, 
but that these truths had been revealed 
to him that very morning. As he spoke, 
one wonderful truth of the Gospel after 
another poured from his lips. I was 
too amazed to say anything but ‘Amen, 
Amen.’ 

“And as the Spirit had come upon this 
man, so He came upon all those in the 
room. The spirit of fear left their faces, 
and I knew that I was witnessing the 
regeneration of the group. They began 
to confess Christ one to another, and in 
the evening service which followed over 
eighty announced their new birth.” 


The Bible in Ireland is the subject of 
interesting experiences. Irish Catholics 
by thousands are eager to purchase 
Scriptures. One colporteur writes of 
being followed by men on bicycles and 
once on horseback, by men anxious for 
copies. “At other times people wait for 
me, having seen the books and being 
determined to have copies.” The Chris- 
tian Irishman recounts many incidents. 

One man said to the colporteur: “I’m 
considered mad because I say my prayers 
have been answered. I used to pray to 
the saints but never felt satisfied. I 
asked the priest about it and he told me 
not to be asking for an answer. At 
which I said, ‘There is no use in pray- 
ing if one cannot look for an answer 
however long delayed.’ I used to pray 
to the Virgin until one night the thought 
came to me, ‘Who do you expect your 
answer from?’ I said to myself, ‘From 
God.’ Then there came to me ‘How can 
you expect an answer from Him when 
you pray to the Blessed Virgin?’ So 
now I always pray to God and my 


prayers are answered. I told the ‘Jriest’ 


and he shook his head and said I was 
thinking too much.. I ask people who 
come in at night to pray along with 
me for peace.” 

Another case. About a year ago a 
colporteur called at a farm where he 
was courteously told by the farmer that 
ue need not open his bag as they were 
Catholics and any religion they needed 
they got at their chapel. After friendly 
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conversation the colporteur left, but 
some weeks later called again and this 


time sold a Douay Testament. When 
for the third time he stopped there, the 
farmer asked him to go with him to the 
back of the house and said: “I have 
read the Testament through and am 
greatly puzzled because I cannot find in 
it what I expected. There is nothing 
about Confession, or Mass, or Purga- 
tory. How can it be the Scriptures of 
our Church as you told me?” The col- 
porteur explained that these things were 
later additions and went on to preach 
salvation by Jesus Christ. 

The next time he called the farmer 
asked him to go for a walk, and in a 
quiet spot told him that as a result of 
reading the Testament, he knew his own 
life was not right and that he wanted to 
know how to be saved. They knelt, 
and that day the Roman Catholic trusted 
Christ as his only Saviour. 


Contemporary Christian Biography.— 
Lou Batchelor was at one time a prize- 
fighter, a man of gigantic strength. If 
it had not been for his drinking habits 
he would certainly have been the heavy- 
weight champion of England. His con- 
version was on this wise. His little 
girl, coming home from Sunday school, 
asked to be allowed to sing a school 
hymn to him. He rebuffed her, but 
promised to hear it when he came home 
at night. His return was late, but the 
little one was awake and came down- 
stairs. She found him in a stupor near 
the fire and tried to pull him away from 
it. Asked what she was doing, she re- 
plied, “I’m trying to save you from the 
fire, daddy.” The fire! The word had 
a sobering effect upon him, and the next 
day he signed the pledge at Central 
Hall. His life became wholly dedicated 
to Christ. 

This haunter of drink shops, ‘book- 
maker’s tout, and scorner of religion be- 
came a seven day’s wonder to his neigh- 
borhood. They flocked from all sides 
to hear him. He became a local preacher 
and soon was heard over all England. 
Engagements filled his diary for two 
years ahead. Men of all sorts were won 
for Christ. A working carpenter, he se- 
cured materials to build a little mission 
shelter in the London East End; and 
there during twenty years gathered com- 
panies of destitute men. Every Sunday 
at midnight, assisted by nurses from a 
near-by hospital, Batchelor fed and 
cared for and taught the Gospel to these 
derelicts. There were marvelous con- 
versions. He has recently passed away. 


What Happened a Century Ago.—In 
the beginning of the nineteenth century 
there was lively interest in Bible soci- 
eties in German Catholic circles. Cath- 
olic co-operation in Protestant Bible 


societies was not rare. In 1805 a Cath- 
olic Bible Society was founded in Ratis- 
bon, and in a few years a half-million 
Bibles had been distributed amiong Ger- 
man Catholics. But in 1814 the Order 
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of Jesuits was re-established and a 
strong current of opposition became 
noticeable, In 1816 Pius VII denounced 
Bible. societies, and in 1817 the Ratisbon 
Catholic Bible Society was liquidated. 

But the whisky distillery at Ratisbon, 
operated by Carmelite monks, was not 
closed and still continues pouring out 
its flood of poison. The Jesuit does not 
object to any drink but the “pure river 
of water of life, clear as crystal, pro- 
ceeding out of the throne of God and 
of the Lamb.” 


The Roman Church in China has in 
the past mixed in Chinese politics, and 
the Chinese know it. This is the prob- 





Awakenings 





Among Russians 





Professor I. V. Neprash of the 
Russian Missionary Service is 
spending some seven months among 
the Russian and Ukrainian immi- 
grants in Brazil, the Argentine, 
Uruguay, and Paraguay. There are 
500,000 such with few Gospel 
workers and they are mostly lay 
preachers,—zealous, but with little 
knowledge of the Bible. Professor 
Neprash, in writing of conditions in 
Russia, says that the Holy Spirit is 
working in the hearts of Commu- 
nists. Those who are forced to fight 
Christianity in some cases long for 
spiritual life themselves, 


The Russian Bishop of Shanghai 
writes to Professor Neprash, a Bap- 
tist, thanking him for a thousand 
New Testaments and a hundred 
Bibles. “This enabled me to supply 
with Holy Scripture all the Russian 
schools, giving a New Testament to 
each student. I was able to dis- 
tribute Scriptures in hospitals and 
among believers in general, I regard 
the distribution of Scripture as prim- 
ary in its influence, and urge my 
parishioners to read the Bible daily. 
May God’s blessing rest upon you.” 











able explanation of the following in 
World Dominion. A bishop, in a visit 
to a Chinese village, was hailed by a 
band of guerrillas. He took off his hat 
and shouted, “Church !” “What church?” 
demanded the guerrilla leader, pulling 
a Bible from his pocket,—“Of this 
church?” “Yes,” said the bishop. Where- 
upon the soldier took the cartridges from 
his gun, and the band, gathering around 
the bishop, asked him to pray for China. 


In the Lumber Camps of New Bruns- 
wick.—Mr. Van der Valk writes: “That 
evening a meeting was held in another 
camp. ‘Roughnecks,’ these lumbermen? 
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Hardly more than you.and I. There was 
a bit of disturbance during the French 
meeting, but some did not lose a word 
of what the preacher said. How they 
asked questions! How genuine their in- 
terest, yes, and toward the truth! Then 
to Killam’s Mills. All the French boys 
came. and we had a wonderful time. 
The satchel was quite light on the re- 
turn, for all the French Testaments had 
been distributed.” 

He describes his conversations: 

“Does not the priest tell you that when 
you are in the woods and in danger of 
death you can confess your sins to God?” 

“Yes, that is true.” 

“Well, I believe that God is not only 
in the woods but everywhere: thus my 
priest is God himself.” - 

“You are right there. But there ar 
no miracles in your [Protestant] relig- 
ion. We go to St. Anne de Beaupré and 
find lots of crutches. Your religion does 
not have such places.” 

“You are right, we do not have such 
places. The Bible does not say that peo- 
ple are healed in some places and not in 
others. Christ and the apostles healed 
in different places and under different 
circumstances,” 

“That is true. But we never hear 
about people being healed in your re- 
ligion. It can’t therefore be the true 
one,” 

So he told them about the healing of 
Alphonse and about two remarkable . 
healings. at death’s door in hjs own fam- 
ily. 

“The boys’ became quiet. The most 
intelligent one then sat down beside me 
and asked, ‘Is it not true that while our 
religion is founded on Christ, Protestant 
religion is founded on men like Luther 
and Henry VIII?” 

“Listen, my friend,” I returned. “When 
you are next in a library ask for an 
encyclopedia, one that is neither Cath- 
olic nor Protestant. Then look up 
Luther. You will find that he left your 
church because he was opposed to the 
sale of letters signed by the Pope which 
gave absolution from sins, even con- 
templated ones.” 

“Thus we talked,” writes Mr. Van der 
Valk. “Many other questions came up. 
When I went he helped me on with my 
fur coat. Pray for him; he has a New 
Testament and is on my prayer. list.” 


A Home Missionary.—Howard Van 
Dyck, missionary in Central China, 
speaks of those in his family in foreign 
service and adds: “But we are not all 
foreign missionaries. An aunt, who had 
taught many years in the New York City 
public schools, quit teaching while still 
in her prime in order to devote herself 
entirely to home missions. Her friends 
protested that she should continue until 
pensioned and then do mission work, if 
she would. Her answer was, ‘I do not 
wish to wait and give to God’s service 
only the tag end of my life.’ ‘That was 


forty years ago. Today, although over 
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eighty years of age, she still conducts 
her mission church in the City of Brook- 
lyn. And through all these years she 
and her converts have. been ardent sup- 
porters of foreign missions. Indeed, they 
sent two of their own number to differ- 
ent Asiatic fields under the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance. 


New Methods in Modernism.—‘“All 
else passes: art alone stands,” is the 
motto, allegedly from Shakespeare, on 
a prospectus of the Choir School of the 
St. James Methodist Church, Chicago. 
The prospectus itself announces that “by 
music, the drama, esthetic dancing, etc., 
man can find an everlasting appreciation 
of beauty, leading him to ultimate reality, 
the mental health of knowing God.” So 
the church is giving courses in Dalcroze 
eurythmics, folk dancing, dramatic art, 
and much else. 

Here are some sentences from the 
same prospectus, showing the depths to 
which the professing church has fallen 
in these days: 

“The child who is trained at an early 
age to appreciate the value of poise, pos- 
ture, and muscle co-ordination, is one 
who can readily acclimate himself to 
the task of wibrant living.” 

“Social grace can be obtained by the 
serious study of vowel and consonental 
pronunciation.” 

“The St. James school is fortunate in 
obtaining Miss Nespia, one of the truly 
great artists of the European concert 
stage. As protégée of de Rezke, she can 
imbue the student with an inspiration 
that far excels description.” 

“A course is given in designing 
pageants, school theatricals, posters, his- 
torical backgrounds, dress designs, and 
other matters of everyday usefulness.” 


From the Prisons.—At Clinton Prison, 
Dannemora, N. Y., a million dollar 
Gothic church dedicated to the Good 
Thief is being built by a Roman Catho- 
lic clergyman, the Rev. Ambrose R. Hy- 
land. Much of the work has been done 
by criminals in the prisons, pews for 
1,200 having been made in the prison 
workshops. A Hungarian lifer has 
painted pictures, an Italian crook is lay- 
ing out the gardens, and so on. 

What is more needed than stone 
churches are temples of the Holy Ghost, 
reborn men. These are buildings made 
by the Spirit of God. Mrs. Josephine 
Wang of Los Angeles prints the letter 
of a prison chaplain in California. He 
had spoken of Bennie, a Filipino mur- 
derer, who completed fourteen Bible 
courses before his execution. “No pris- 
oner I have ever dealt with manifested 
such love to Jesus. I went to the gas 
chamber with McLaughlin, one who 
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knew nothing of the Bible until he 
studied your Bible lessons. He became 
an intelligent and- deeply religious stu- 
dent of the Word.. Humbly and trust- 
fully we talked of the eternal promises. 
He gave me a last smile before the door 
closed and in eight minutes he was with 
God. He became interested in the study 
of the Word through the Filipino 
Bennie.” 

The words of Christ to the penitent 
(not “the good”) thief, “To day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise,” are for 
those who cry for mercy, “Lord, remem- 
ber me when thou comest into thy king- 
dom” (Luke 23:42, 43). 

Mrs. Wang reports: “Since we began 
prison work in 1935, 16,500 copies of 
the Bible Study Course have been used 
in 100 prisons in the United States. In 
1939 an average of 63 prisoners a month 
successfully completed the Bible Cor- 
respondence Course for New Christians. 
Hundreds more have studied these les- 
sons in classes, but have not taken a 
written examination.” 

So.when the colleges are passing by 
the Word in indifference the prisons are 
opening to it. 


Aided by Unseen Hands.—The Lay- 
men’s Magazine recounts what was evi- 
dently a miraculous occurrence. Donn 
Fendler of Rye, N. Y., a boy of twelve, 
wandered from a party on Mt. Katahdin 
in Maine last summer and for nine days 
was lost in the.trackless wilderness. He 
was without compass, matches, or knife, 
eaten up of mosquitoes, without food 
of any kind save berries, and in actual 
danger from wild animals. Finally he 
fell on his face exhausted, starving, half 
blind, with one foot injured. “At this 
moment, when he had no longer strength 
to raise himself out of the mud, he 
prayed and his prayer was answered. 
He felt hands on his shoulders lifting 
him. He cried out with joy, thinking 
that some guide had found him. But no 
one was in sight. Yet the pressure of 
the hands continued, lifting and lifting, 
until he stood on his feet and covered 
the last few miles to safety.”1! 


Brief Notes—I am glad to report the 
publication in Italian of a monthly four- 
page paper called Vita (Life), and de- 
voted to Bible sfudy and exposition. Its 
editor is H. Moscato, 1218 Wheeler Ave., 
Bronx, N. Y. 


German foreign missionaries are cut 





1The complete story is given in a most in- 
teresting book entitled, “Donn Fendler; Lost 
on a Mountain in Maine,” as told .to Joseph 
B. Egan. (Welles Pub. Co., Inc., Wellesley, 
Mass.; may be ordered from .the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, 
$1.) : 
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off from their home support. The large 
Batak Church of Sumatra of half a mil- 
lion Christians, whose grandfathers were 
cannibals, not only supports the whole 
of its own ministry but is now trying 
to maintain the stranded German mis- 
sionaries as well. 


‘The Spezia Mission (Italy) holds meet- 
ings in Italian jails, and one of its con- 
verts is a murderer serving a sentence 
of thirty years. A thoroughly bad char- 
acter for years, he is now commended 
by prison authorities for his exemplary 
life. Recently the mission received from 
him twenty lire (earned in prison work) 
for the purchase of knitting cotton. He 
spends his spare time knitting socks 
and stockings for children in the mis- 
sion orphanage. 


Sir Montague Beauchamp, one of the 
famous “Cambridge Seven,” athletes of 
Cambridge University who went to 
China as missionaries of the China In- 
land Mission, died last October. His son 
Sir Ivor Beauchamp, Baronet, is a mis- 
sionary physician of the C, I. M. 


Expansion on the Ivory Coast, even 
where no outside missionaries are at 
work, is described by a writer in Le 
Christianisme. This is among the Agnis, 
the Abbies, and the Atties. Already 
eighty-six villages have built churches, 
and forty more have believers, but 
no churches as yet. Only two or 
three trace back to the Harris move- 
ment of twenty years ago. The others 
are the fruit of native evangelism from 
distant Protestant stations. 


One fine feature of the work of the 
National Bible Institute of New York 
is the course for Negro preachers in the 
Life and Epistles of St. Paul by Prof. 
Fowler of the Institute, held in the Har- 
lem Branch of the New York Bible So- 
ciety. 


The theological faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Jena, having lapsed from 
Christianity into extreme Germanism, 
now dubs itself the Faculty for Religious 
Education, a name new to Germany but 
unhappily familiar to us. 


David Stokes, evangelizing the refu- 
gees from Ethiopia in Kenya Colony, 
reports. that, while formerly the priests 
of the old Ethiopian Church were bit- 
ter enemies of the Gospel, they are now 
quite friendly. 


The National Federation of Postal 
Clerks, with a membership of 50,000, 
passed, at their last c8nvention in To- 
ledo, a resolution thanking the Lord’s 
Day Alliance and its secretary Dr. 
Bowlby, “for the fine work he has ac- 
complished for postal employees during 
the past twenty-five years in protecting 
their Sabbath rest.” 


King Carol of Roumania has taken 
active part in the publication of the 
Bible, and royal Bibles issued under his 
patronage are selling freely from rail- 
way bookstalls. 
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Before the wedding day, a tragedy 
caused their plans to be blocked with a 
heavy family obligation. Did they shirk 
the obligation? No—they shouldered 
the burden, Did they waver in their 
pledge to the Lord? It did not occur 
to them to do so. 

A paper box was assigned as a de- 
pository for the Tithing Fund. Into it, 
every week, went the first tenth of the 
week’s income, and from this tenth came 
the joyous offerings to church and other 
worthy objects. They were prepared. 

Sometimes they were surprised to find 
that their gifts compared favorably with 
those from persons who seemed to have 
vastly more to spend on themselves. 
They had lots of fun allocating the con- 
tents of the paper box. In fact, they 
enjoyed it so much that they spontane- 
ously shared in helping the Lord’s people 
and projects, going beyond their tithe 
to do this. 

As the years passed they had their 
share of set-backs, sickness, accidents, 
unemployment, and losses; but the Lord 
was a good partner, and he blessed them 
beyond expectation. 

Later it seemed to them that their 
increased income should be rated on a 
higher percentage of giving, and for a 
considerable period of years it has been 
about thirty per cent. 

In some cases, or at times when un- 
usual appeals touched their hearts, spe- 
cial classes of income or sources of gain 
have been set aside in full, one hundred 
per cent, for the cause considered. 

Seldom have such sources failed to 
increase in volume after being desig- 
nated “Special.” 

A while ago a “fulfillment campaign” 
to increase a fund for the support of 
aged and invalid preachers made its ap- 
peal when their partnership fund had all 
been allocated. At first it seemed that 
no pledge could be offered for this 
worthy object. After due consideration 
it was decided to give for this fund one 
hundred per cent of all increased com- 
missions in one particular line (then not 
particularly profitable) for the remain- 
der of that year. The special pledge 
had hardly been recordéd when that 
line of commission began to increase 
and has kept this up for the six months 
since then and the time of this writing. 

They say that Putting God First has 
been a spiritual compass guiding their 
religious voyage, while the practice of 
Christian stewardship formed habits of 
regularity and thrift which have brought 
their sunset years to anchor in.the eco- 
nomic harbor of tranquillity. 

This testimony is given, not to boast 
of what this pair of chums and partners 





have done, but to tell of what their 
Partner, the Lord, has done for them. 


And here is a postscript to Ed’s testi- 
mony, written by his friend: 


‘After Ed received the money from 
the venture mentioned in my letter, he 
bought his first automobile. He went 
to some of the officials of our Methodist 
Church in New York, told them his 
automobile was dedicated to the Lord’s 
work, and offered to go and speak on 
tithing wherever they might send him. 
They sent him to quite a number of 
churches during that year. 

One’ assignment to a church about 
twenty-five miles from New Haven is 
worth repeating. 

There were two inches of snow on the 
ground that Sunday morning, with a 
thick crust, and Ed and his wife had to 
make a path through it nearly all the 
way, being the first ones to come. On 
arrival he asked the pastor what was 
the best organization he had in the 
church for raising money. The pastor 
said his Young People’s Society was the 
best, and at that time were busy raising 
funds for a certain object. 

Ed had the morning service, and gave 
his tithing talk. Then he said: “I un- 
derstand the young people are raising 
money for such a fund—maybe I can 
help them. I have a plan by which they 
can get at least $50 for their fund.” 

He went on to make his proposition. 
He had pledge cards, for people to sign, 
promising to give at least ten per cent 
of their income to the Lord: And he 
said: “If you will get at least 50 cards 
signed by people sixteen years old or 
over, I will put into your fund one dollar 
for each card. And then I want you 
to form a tithers’ organization, hold 
meetings, and encourage each other with 
your tithing experiences.” 

The young people got busy and, as Ed 
tells it, “stuck him for $54.” 

About two years after this he hap- 
pened to meet the minister of that 
church in New Haven. Said the min- 
ister: “I have not had a chance to see 
you before, but I want to thank you for 
all you did for our church the Sunday 
you were there.” 

“You don’t need to thank me,” Ed re- 
plied, “I don’t see how I did anything.” 

“Yes, you did,” answered the minister, 
“and I want to tell you about it. Do you 
remember how our church looked when 
you came? Walls all in bad shape, plas- 
ter all off across cne end, outside just 
as bad—needed painting. Besides, my 
salary was quite a ways in arrears. Your 
talk on tithing started things. They 
formed a tithing association, held meet- 





ings, and many people game etapa) 
and prayer meeting who never 


fore. The money n to come in, and 

now the church fo) can +6 

are newly decorstancearregay te Ray 
side and outside, my back M Aline: 
paid, and my salary is increased $200. 
We owe it all to you.” 

At another time they sent Ed to Bos- 
ton to talk to a small group of Meth- 
odist officials. After his talk a very 
prominent Methodist, professor in a large 
Methodist college, said to him: “I thank 
you for your talk. I have never been in 
favor of tithing; thought spontaneous 
giving was better; but I have changed 
my mind, and [I am going to practice 
tithing from this very day.” 

Are there other Christian people who 
may perhaps “change their mind” and 
who are “going to practice tithing from 
this very day”? 


In Due Time 


By J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D. 
Professor Elect of Systematic Theology and A: 
Faith Theological Seminary, Wilmington, Del. 
s¢qN DUE time Christ died” (Rom. 5:6). 
I joined the 140th Infantry in 
France as a very young and very green 
chaplain. We were “in support” at the 
St. Mihiel drive, ready to be thrown into 
action if needed. We could hear artil- 
lery in the distance. I was eager for 
action and full of questions, — “When 
do we get into it?” “Where do we go 
from here?” “Why don’t we see some 
action?” That night an old corporal 
came around to see me after I had 
crawled into my bed-roll. He did sev- 
eral things to make me comfortable in 
his rough way. Then he said: “Chap- 
lain, there’s one thing you'll have to 
learn in this man’s army. That is to 
wait for orders.” I have never forgotten 
the lesson. 

But why did God wait so long before 
he sent his Son? Why does he now fol- 
erate at such great length the rejection 
or the willful ignorance of his great 


love? Having made known the Gospel, 


why does he not bring the human race 
up short with a “take it or leave it”? 

Christ came in history “in due time.” 
His love was revealed at the cross. “In 
due time” he will come again in judg- 
ment to put an end to the process of 
iniquity and to establish his kingdom 
in power. In the meantime we must be 
faithful to the humble Gospel orders of 
today, and wait patiently for the glorious 
orders of the future. 


wg 


It is certain that man wants faith 
who dares be more confident of being 
supplied, when he hath money in his 
purse, than when he hath it only in bills 
of exchange from God; or that relies 
more upon his own@ndustry than upon 
God’s providence when his own indus- 
try fails. him.—Bishop Jeremy Taylor. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


By Ernest Gordon 








News tells the story of Tomasi 

(Thomas) Paku, the pastor of a 
church at Yema, Free State of the Congo, 
which is housed in a fine frame building 
seating a thousand people. Six other 
church centers have been organized from 
this parent church. Yema was so ma- 
larial that it had to be abandoned by 
white missionaries and so hostile that 
when Tomasi first started preaching he 
was dragged by a rope around his neck 
until supposedly dead. “But the Lord 
caused me to breathe again,” explains 
Tomasi. This is a church of prayer. 
“You women when you want a fire don’t 
light a log in each corner of the house. 
You drag logs together and then there’s 
a big blaze. When we come together 
for united prayer the fire burns.” 

Tomasi’s soliloquy to his own body’s 
members is quoted: 

“Left foot, if you take the first step to 
go in the way of that temptation may you 
be cursed. Right foot, if you make one 
advance in that path of sin, may you 
be forever paralyzed. Left hand of 
mine, if you yield yourself to those calls 
of the tempter, may you wither away. 
Right hand, if you are guilty of leading 
me into that transgression, may you too 
be cursed.” 


Liu Rang-shen was a Chinese tailor, 
given to gambling and broken in health. 
About the year 1925 he dropped in for 
evening worship at the home of a con- 
verted medium named Kuoh. “I have 
not long to live,” he said to Kuoh. “Can 
your Jesus heal me?” “Yes, if you 
wholly trust him,” answered Kuoh, and 
handed him the copy of the Gospel of 
Matthew which had led to his own con- 
version. 

Three evenings later Liu returned, 
healed and saved, and later, in his spare 
time, sold a hundred or more Gospels a 
month from a table on the street in 
front of the church he attended. One 
day a man picked up a Gospel of John 
and began te read the first page. Look- 
ing up to Liu in wonder he said: “I did 
not know there was such a book as this. 
Had I known it I would not have spent 
my hard-earned three hundred dollars 
in printing and distributing Buddhist 
books, the best I knew.” 

April, 1936, saw tailor Liu starting out 
as a colporteur. He was equipped with 
two kerosene cans, enameled in blue and 
decorated with pithy Gospel thoughts. 
The cans were fitted to carry about 250 
Gospels and a supply of tracts, beside 
his own Bible, hymn book, and change 


Prrews of Missions.—The Alliance 


of clothes, and were suspended from 
his carrying pole. In nine months he 
had sold 6,540 Gospels and traveled 2,650 
miles. He continued two years. His 
last entry was, “Resting because of sick- 
ness.” Not long after he entered into 
the joy of the Lord. 


In these two years he covered over 


4,000 square miles of mountainous and 


hilly country, visiting at least 300 cen- 
ters, often more than once. He placed 
in heathen homes 21,000 Bible portions 


and tens of thousands of Christian tracts. - 


He gave up his home, health, and life, 
that these might hear the Good News. 
(Bible Society Record.) 


The Pioneer prints a remarkable let- 
ter from Mr. Fisk, missionary in Borneo, 
Ninety Dyaks were passing near his sta- 
tion, and he invited them to the meet- 





Gospel Songs for Africa 





Christian songs have been re- 
corded in native dialects of Africa 
and made into phonograph records, 
through the instrumentality of the 
son of Uncle John Meredith of the 
radio Family Bible League of 
Chicago. 

These have been distributed in 
villages. It had been discovered 
that in nearly every village of one 
region there was at least one phono- 
gtaph with jazz records bought 
from Arabs. 


These Gospel records, being in 
their own language and the only 
ones the natives have in their own 
tongue, are played night after night 
through that part of Africa with 
such songs as: 


What can wash away my sins? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 











ings. They refused, but later came to 
tell Mr. Fisk of one of their number 
whose mind seemed breaking. He talked 
of “a new heart, great gain, no death, 
and other foolish things.” 

“After Sunday school some sixty 
Dyaks came bringing the man with 
them. The moment I saw his face my 
heart was filled with joy. It was the 
radiant face of a man who had been 
instantly filled with the Spirit. In my 
experience I have never seen anything 
like it. .When.I- began to question him 


a hush settled down over the room that 
could be felt. He raised his hand and 
said that he had met the Lord Jesus, 
that He had entered into his heart, giv- 
ing him a new heart, and that his soul 
was never going to die, that he was to 
live forever. 

“Thinking that perhaps the man had 
heard these things from some Christian 
Dyak, I questioned him further, only to 
find that this had not been the case. 
He said that he had heard about Jesus, 
but that these truths had been revealed 
to him that very morning. As he spoke, 
one wonderful truth of the Gospel after 
another poured from his lips. I was 
too amazed to say anything but ‘Amen, 
Amen.’ 

“And as the Spirit had come upon this 
man, so He came upon all those in the 
room. The spirit of fear left their faces, 
and I knew that I was witnessing the 
regeneration of the group. They began 
to confess Christ one to another, and in 
the evening service which followed over 
eighty announced their new birth.” 


The Bible in Ireland is the subject of 
interesting experiences. Irish Catholics 
by thousands ure eager to purchase 
Scriptures. One colporteur writes of 
being followed by men on bicycles and 
once on horseback, by men anxious for 
cupies. “At other times people wait for 
me, having seen the books and being 
determined to have copies.” The Chris- 
tian Irishman recounts many incidents. 

One man said to the colporteur: “I’m 
considered mad because I say my prayers 
have been answered. I used to pray to 
the saints but never felt satisfied. I 
asked the priest about it and he told me 
not to be asking for an answer. At 
which I said, ‘There is no use in pray- 
ing if one cannot look for an answer 
however long delayed.’ I used to pray 
to the Virgin until one night the thought 
came to me, ‘Who do you expect your 
answer from?’ I said to myself, ‘From 
God.’ Then there came to me ‘How can 
you, expect an answer from Him when 
you pray to the Blessed Virgin?’ So 
now I always pray to God and my 


prayers are answered. I told the priest’ 


and he shook his head and said I was 
thinking too much.. I ask people who 
come in at night to pray along with 
me for peace.” 

Another case. About a year ago a 
colporteur called at a farm where he 
was courteously told by the farmer that 
he need not open his bag as they were 
Catholics and any religion they needed 
they got at their,chapel. After friendly 
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conversation the colporteur left, but 
some weeks later called again and this 
time sold a Douay Testament. When 
for the third time he stopped there, the 
farmer asked him to go with him to the 
back of the house and said: “I have 
read the Testament through and am 
greatly puzzled because I cannot find in 
it what I expected. There is nothing 
about Confession, or Mass, or Purga- 
tory. How can it be the Scriptures of 
our Church as you told me?” The col- 
porteur explained that these things were 
later additions and went on to preach 
salvation by Jesus Christ. 

The next time he called the farmer 
asked him to go for a walk, and in a 
quiet spot told him that as a result of 
reading the Testament, he knew his own 
life was not right and that he wanted to 
know how to be saved. They knelt, 
and that day the Roman Catholic trusted 
Christ as his only Saviour. 


Contemporary Christian Biography.— 
Lou Batchelor was at one time a prize- 
fighter, a man of gigantic strength. If 
it had not been for his drinking habits 
he would certainly have been the heavy- 
weight champion of England. His con- 
version was on this wise. His little 
girl, coming home from Sunday school, 
asked to be allowed to sing a school 
hymn to him. He rebuffed her, but 
promised to hear it when he came home 
at night. His return was late, but the 
little one was awake and came down- 
stairs. She found him in a stupor near 
the fire and tried to pull him away from 
it. Asked what she was doing, she re- 
plied, “I’m trying to save you from the 
fire, daddy.” The fire! The word had 
a sobering effect upon him, and the next 
day he signed the pledge at Central 
Hall. His life became wholly dedicated 
to Christ. 

This haunter of drink shops, ‘book- 
maker’s tout, and scorner of religion be- 
came a seven day’s wonder to his neigh- 
borhood. They flocked from all sides 
to hear him. He became a local preacher 
and soon was heard over all England. 
Engagements filled his diary for two 
years ahead. Men of all sorts were won 
for Christ. A working carpenter, he se- 
cured materials to build a little mission 
shelter in the London East End; and 
there during twenty years gathered com- 
panies of destitute men. Every Sunday 
at midnight, assisted by nurses from a 
near-by hospital, Batchelor fed and 
cared for and taught the Gospel to these 
derelicts. There were marvelous con- 
versions. He has recently passed away. 


What Happened a Century Ago—lIn 
the beginning of the nineteenth century 
there was lively interest in Bible soci- 
eties in German Catholic circles. Cath- 
olic co-operation in Protestant Bible 


societies was not rare. In 1805 a Cath- 
olic Bible Society was founded in Ratis- 
bon, and in a few years a half-million 
Bibles had been distributed amiong Ger- 
man Catholics. But in 1814 the Order 
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of Jesuits was re-established and a 
strong current of opposition became 
noticeable. In 1816 Pius VII denounced 
Bible. societies, and in 1817 the Ratisbon 
Catholic Bible Society was liquidated. 

But the whisky distillery at Ratisbon, 
operated by Carmelite monks, was not 
closed and still continues pouring out 
its flood of poison. The Jesuit does not 
object to any drink but the “pure river 
of water of life, clear as crystal, pro- 
ceeding out of the throne of God and 
of the Lamb.” 


The Roman Church in China has in 
the past mixed in Chinese politics, and 
the Chinese know it. This is the prob- 





Awakenings 





Among Russians 





Professor I. V. Neprash of the 
Russian Missionary Service is 
spending some seven months among 
the Russian and Ukrainian immi- 
grants in Brazil, the Argentine, 
Uruguay, and Paraguay. There are 
500,000 such with few Gospel 
workers and they are mostly lay 
preachers,—zealous, but with little 
knowledge of the Bible. Professor 
Neprash, in writing of conditions in 
Russia, says that the Holy Spirit is 
working in the hearts of Commu- 
nists. Those who are forced to fight 
Christianity in some cases long for 
spiritual life themselves. 


The Russian Bishop of Shanghai 
writes to Professor Neprash, a Bap- 
tist, thanking him for a thousand 
New Testaments and a hundred 
Bibles. “This enabled me to supply 
with Holy Scripture all the Russian 
schools, giving a New Testament to 
each student. I was able to dis- 
tribute Scriptures in hospitals and 
among believers in general, I regard 
the distribution of Scripture as prim- 
ary in its influence, and urge my 
parishioners to read the Bible daily. 
May God’s blessing rest upon you.” 











able explanation of the following in 
World Dominion. A bishop, in a visit 
to a Chinese village, was hailed by a 
band of guerrillas. He took off his hat 
and shouted, “Church !” “What church?” 
demanded the guerrilla leader, pulling 
a Bible from his pocket,—“Of this 
church?” “Yes,” said the bishop. Where- 
upon the soldier took the cartridges from 
his gun, and the band, gathering around 
the bishop, asked him to pray for China. 


In the Lumber Camps of New Bruns- 
wick.—Mr. Van der Valk writes: “That 
evening a meeting was held in another 
camp. ‘Roughnecks,’ these lumbermen? 
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Hardly more than you.and I. There was 
a bit of disturbance during the French 
meeting, but some did not lose a word 
of what the preacher said. How they 
asked questions! How genuine their in- 
terest, yes, and toward the truth! Then 
to Killam’s Mills. All the French boys 
came. and we had a wonderful time. 
The satchel was quite light on the re- 
turn, for all the French Testaments had 
been distributed.” 

He describes his conversations: 

“Does not the priest tell you that when 
you are in the woods and in danger of 
death you can confess your sins to God?” 

“Yes, that is true.” 

“Well, I believe that God is not only 
in the woods but everywhere: thus my 
priest is God himself.” 

“You are right there. But there are 
no miracles in your [Protestant] relig- 
ion, We go to St. Anne de Beaupré and 
find lots of crutches. Your religion does 
not have such places.” 

“You are right, we do not have such 
places. The Bible does not say that peo- 
ple are healed in some places and not in 
others. Christ and the apostles healed 
in different places and under different 
circumstances.” 

“That is true. But we never hear 
about people being healed in your re- 
ligion. It can’t therefore be the true 
one,” 

So he told them about the healing of 
Alphonse and about two remarkable . 
healings. at death’s door in hjs own fam- 
ily. 

“The boys became quiet. The most 
intelligent one then sat down beside me 
and asked, ‘Is it not true that while our 
religion is founded on Christ, Protestant 
religion is founded on men like Luther 
and Henry VIII?” 

“Listen, my friend,” I returned. “When 
you are next in a library ask for an 
encyclopedia, one that is neither Cath- 
olic nor Protestant. Then look up 
Luther, You will find that he left your 
church because he was opposed to the 
sale of letters signed by the Pope which 
gave absolution from sins, even con- 
templated ones.” 

“Thus we talked,” writes Mr. Van der 
Valk. “Many other questions came up. 
When I went he helped me on with my 
fur coat. Pray for him; he has a New 
Testament and is on my prayer. list.” 


A Home Missionary—Howard Van 
Dyck, missionary in Central China, 
speaks of those in his family in foreign 
service and adds: “But we are not all 
foreign missionaries. An aunt, who had 
taught many years in the New York City 
public schools, quit teaching while still 
in her prime in order to devote herself 
entirely to home missions. Her friends 
protested that she should continue until 
pensioned and then do mission. work, if 
she would. Her answer was, ‘I do not 
wish to wait and give to God’s service 
only the tag end of my life.’ That was 


forty years ago. _Today, although over 
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eighty years of age, she still conducts 
her mission church in the City of Brook- 
lyn. And through all these years she 
and her converts have been ardent sup- 
porters of foreign missions. Indeed, they 
sent two of their own number to differ- 
ent Asiatic fields under the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance. 


New Methods in Modernism.—‘“All 
else passes: art alone stands,” is the 
motto, allegedly from Shakespeare, on 
a prospectus of the Choir School of the 
St. James Methodist Church, Chicago. 
The prospectus itself announces that “by 
music, the drama, esthetic dancing, etc., 
man can find an everlasting appreciation 
of beauty, leading him to ultimate reality, 
the mental health of knowing God.” So 
the church is giving courses in Dalcroze 
eurythmics, folk dancing, dramatic art, 
and much else. 

Here are some sentences from the 
same prospectus, showing the depths to 
which the professing church has fallen 
in these days: 

“The child who is trained at an early 
age to appreciate the value of poise, pos- 
ture, and muscle co-ordination, is one 
‘who can readily acclimate himself to 
the task of wibrant living.” 

“Social grace can be obtained by the 
serious study of vowel and consonental 
pronunciation.” 

“The St. James school is fortunate in 
obtaining Miss Nespia, one of the truly 
great artists of the European concert 
stage. As protégée of de Rezke, she can 
imbue the student with an inspiration 
that far excels description.” 

“A course is given in designing 
pageants, school theatricals, posters, his- 
torical backgrounds, dress designs, and 
other matters of everyday usefulness.” 


From the Prisons.—At Clinton Prison, 
Dannemora, N. Y., a million dollar 
Gothic church dedicated to the Good 
Thief is being built by a Roman Catho- 
lic clergyman, the Rev. Ambrose R. Hy- 
land. Much of the work has been done 
by criminals in the prisons, pews for 
1,200 having been made in the prison 
workshops. A Hungarian lifer has 
painted pictures, an Italian crook is lay- 
ing out the gardens, and so on. 

What is more needed than stone 
churches are temples of the Holy Ghost, 
reborn men. These are buildings made 
by the Spirit of God. Mrs. Josephine 
Wang of Los Angeles prints the letter 
of a prison chaplain in California. He 
had spoken of Bennie, a Filipino mur- 
derer, who completed fourteen Bible 
courses before his execution. “No pris- 
oner I have ever dealt with manifested 
such love to Jesus. I went to the gas 
chamber with McLaughlin, one who 





knew nothing of the Bible until he 
studied your Bible lessons. He became 
an intelligent and- deeply religious stu- 
dent of the Word.- Humbly and trust- 
fully we talked of the eternal promises, 
He gave me a last smile before the door 
closed and in eight minutes he was with 
God. He became interested in the study 
of the Word through the Filipino 
Bennie.” 

The words of Christ to. the penitent 
(not “the good”) thief, “To day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise,” are for 
those who cry for mercy, “Lord, remem- 
ber me when thou comest into thy king- 
dom” (Luke 23:42, 43). 

Mrs, Wang reports: “Since we began 
prison work in 1935, 16,500 copies of 
the Bible Study Course have been used 
in 100 prisons in the United States. In 
1939 an average of 63 prisoners a month 
successfully completed the Bible Cor- 
respondence Course for New Christians. 
Hundreds more have studied these les- 
sons in classes, but have not taken a 
written examination.” 

So.when the colleges are passing by 
the Word in indifference the prisons are 
opening to it. 


Aided by Unseen Hands.—The Lay- 
men’s Magazine recounts what was evi- 
dently a miraculous occurrence. Donn 
Fendler of Rye, N. Y., a boy of twelve, 
wandered from a party on Mt. Katahdin 
in Maine last summer and for nine days 
was lost in the.trackless wilderness. He 
was without compass, matches, or knife, 
eaten up of mosquitoes, without food 
of any kind save berries, and in actual 
danger from wild animals. Finally he 
fell on his face exhausted, starving, half 
blind, with one foot injured. “At this 
moment, when he had no longer strength 
to raise himself out of the mud, he 
prayed and his prayer was answered. 
He felt hands on his shoulders lifting 
him. He cried out with joy, thinking 
that some guide had found him. But no 
one was in sight. Yet the pressure of 
the hands continued, lifting and lifting, 
until he stood on his feet and covered 
the last few miles to safety.”1 


Brief Notes.—I am glad to report the 
publication in Italian of a monthly four- 
page paper called Vita (Life), and de- 
voted to Bible sfudy and exposition. Its 
editor is H. Moscato, 1218 Wheeler Ave., 
Bronx, N. Y. 


German foreign missionaries are cut 





1The complete story is given in a most in- 
teresting book entitled, “Donn Fendler; Lost 
on a Mountain in Maine,” as told to Joseph 
B. Egan. (Welles Pub. Co., Inc., Wellesley, 
Mass.; may be ordered from the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, 
$1.) : 
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off from their home support. The large 
Batak Church of Sumatra of half a mil- 
lion Christians, whose grandfathers were 
cannibals, not only supports the whole 
of its own ministry but is now trying 
to maintain the stranded German mis- 
sionaries as well. 


The Spezia Mission (Italy) holds meet- 
ings in Italian jails, and one of its con- 
verts is a murderer serving a sentenze 
of thirty years. A thoroughly bad char- 
acter for years, he is now commended 
by prison authorities for his exemplary 
life. Recently the mission received from 
him twenty lire (earned in prison work) 
for the purchase of knitting cotton. He 
spends his spare time knitting socks 
and stockings for children in the mis- 
sion orphanage. 


Sir Montague Beauchamp, one of the 
famous “Cambridge Seven,” athletes of 
Cambridge University who went to 
China as missionaries of the China In- 
land Mission, died last October. His ‘son 
Sir Ivor Beauchamp, Baronet, is a mis- 
sionary physician of the C. I, M. 


Expansion on the Ivory Coast, even 
where no outside missionaries are at 
work, is described by a writer in Le 
Christianisme. This is among the Agnis, 
the Abbies, and the Atties. Already 
eighty-six villages have built churches, 
and forty more have believers, but 
no churches as yet. Only two or 
three trace back to the Harris move- 
ment of twenty years ago. The others 
are the fruit of native evangelism from 
distant Protestant stations. 


One fine feature of the work of the 
National Bible Institute of New York 
is the course for Negro preachers in the 
Life and Epistles of St. Paul by Prof. 
Fowler of the Institute, held in the Har- 
lem Branch of the New York Bible So- 
ciety. 


The theological faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Jena, having lapsed from 
Christianity into extreme Germanism, 
now dubs itself the Faculty for Religious 
Education, a name new to Germany but 
unhappily familiar to us. 


David Stokes, evangelizing the refu- 
gees from Ethiopia in Kenya Colony, 
reports. that, while formerly the priests 
of the old Ethiopian Church were bit- 
ter enemies of the Gospel, they are now 
quite friendly. 


The National Federation of Postal 
Clerks, with a membership of 50,000, 
passed, at their last convention in To- 
ledo, a resolution thanking the Lord’s 
Day Alliance and its secretary Dr. 
Bowlby, “for the fine work he has ac- 
complished for postal employees during 
the past twenty-five years in protecting 
their Sabbath rest.” 


King Carol of Roumania has taken 
active part in the publication of the 
Bible, and royal Bibles issued under his 
patronage are selling freely from rail- 
way bookstalls. 
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An editorial, continued from the second page 


| When Christians Tithe—a Testimony 








Before the wedding day, a tragedy 
caused their plans to be blocked with a 
heavy family obligation. Did they shirk 
the obligation? No—they shouldered 
the burden, Did they waver in their 
pledge to the Lord? It did not occur 
to them to do so. 

A paper box was assigned as a de- 
pository for the Tithing Fund. Into it, 
every week, went the first tenth of the 
week’s income, and from this tenth came 
the joyous offerings to church and other 
worthy objects. They were prepared. 

Sometimes they were surprised to find 
that their gifts compared favorably with 
those from persons who seemed to have 
vastly more to spend on themselves. 
They had ‘lots of fun allocating the con- 
tents of the paper box. In fact, they 
enjoyed it so much that they spontane- 
ously shared in helping the Lord’s people 
and projects, going beyond their tithe 
to do this. 

As the years passed they had their 
share of set-backs, sickness, accidents, 
unemployment, and losses; but the Lord 
was a good partner, and he blessed them 
beyond expectation. 

Later it seemed to them that their 
increased income should be rated on a 
higher percentage of giving, and for a 
considerable period of years it has been 
about thirty per cent. 

In some cases, or at times when un- 
usual appeals touched their hearts, spe- 
cial classes of income or sources of gain 
have been set aside in full, one hundred 
per cent, for the cause considered. 

Seldom have such sources failed to 
increase in volume after being desig- 
nated “Special.” 

A while ago a “fulfillment campaign” 
to increase a fund for the support of 
aged and invalid preachers made its ap- 
peal when their partnership fund had all 
been allocated. At first it seemed that 
no pledge could be offered for this 
worthy object. After due consideration 
it was decided to give for this fund one 
hundred per cent of all increased com- 
missions in one particular line (then not 
particularly profitable) for the remain- 
der of that year. The special pledge 
had hardly been recorded when that 
line of commission began to increase 
and has kept this up for the six months 
since then and the time of this writing. 

They say that Putting God First has 
been a spiritual compass guiding their 
religious voyage, while the practice of 
Christian stewardship formed habits of 
regularity and thrift which have brought 
their sunset years to anchor in-the eco- 
nomic harbor of tranquillity. 

This testimony is given, not.to boast 
of what this pair of chums and partners 


have done, but to tell of what their 
Partner, the Lord, has done for them. 


And here is a postscript to Ed’s testi- 
mony, written by his friend: 


After Ed received the money from 
the venture mentioned in my letter, he 
bought his first automobile. He went 
to some of the officials of our Methodist 
Church in New York, told them his 
automobile was dedicated to the Lord’s 
work, and offered to go and speak on 
tithing wherever they might send him. 
They sent him to quite a number of 
churches during that year. 

One’ assignment to a church about 
twenty-five miles from New Haven is 
worth repeating. 

There were two inches of snow on the 
ground that Sunday morning, with a 
thick crust, and Ed and his wife had to 
make a path through it nearly all the 
way, being the first ones to come. On 
arrival he asked the pastor what was 
the best organization he had in the 
church for raising money. The pastor 
said his Young People’s Society was the 
best, and at that time were busy raising 
funds for a certain object. : 

Ed had the morning service, and gave 
his tithing talk. Then he said: “I un- 
derstand the young people are raising 
money for such a fund—maybe I can 
help them. I have a plan by which they 
can get at least $50 for their fund.” 

He went on to make his proposition. 
He had pledge cards, for people to sign, 
promising to give at least ten per cent 
of their income to the Lord; And he 
said: “If you will get at least 50 cards 
signed by people sixteen years old or 
over, I will put into your fund one dollar 
for each card. And then I want you 
to form a tithers’ organization, hold 
meetings, and encourage each other with 
your tithing experiences.” 

The young people got busy and, as Ed 
tells it, “stuck him for $54.” 

About two years after this he hap- 
pened to meet the minister of that 
church in New Haven. Said the min- 
ister: “I have not had a chance to see 
you before, but I want to thank you for 
all you did for our church the Sunday 
you were there.” 

“You don’t need to thank me,” Ed*re- 
plied, “I don’t see how I did anything.” 

“Yes, you did,” answered the minister, 
“and I want to tell you about it. Do you 
remember how our church looked when 
you came? Walls all in bad shape, plas- 
ter all off across one end, outside just 
as bad—needed painting. Besides, my 
salary was quite a ways in arrears. Your 
talk on tithing started things. They 
formed a tithing association, held meet- 





ings, and many. people géme ‘eo reg 
and prayer meeting who never 


fore. The money n to come in, and 


now the church +6 
Ragy 
M Ale 


are newly decorat@@ky 
side and outside, my back 

paid, and my salary is increased $200. 
We owe it all to you.” 

At another time they sent Ed to Bos- 
ton to talk to a small group of Meth- 
odist officials. After his talk a very 
prominent Methodist, professor in a large 
Methodist college, said to him: “I thank 
you for your talk. I have never been in 
favor of tithing; thought spontaneous 
giving was better; but I have changed 
my mind, and I am going to practice 
tithing from this very day.” 

Are there other Christian people who 
may perhaps “change their mind” and 
who are “going to practice tithing from 
this very day”? 


In Due Time 


By J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D. 
Professor Elect of Systematic Theology and Apologetics, 
Faith Theological Seminary, Wilmington, Del. 
s¢gN DUE time Christ died” (Rom. 5:6). 

I joined the 140th Infantry in 
France as a very young and very green 
chaplain. We were “in support” at the 
St. Mihiel drive, ready to be thrown into 
action if needed. We could hear artil- 
lery in the distance. I was eager for 
action and full of questions, — “When 
do we get into it?” “Where do we go 
from here?” “Why don’t we see some 
action?” That night an old corporal 
came around to see me after I had 
crawled into my bed-roll. He did sev- 
eral things to make me comfortable in 
his rough way. Then he said: “Chap- 
lain, there’s one thing you'll have to 
learn in this man’s army. That is to 
wait for orders.” I have never forgotten 
the lesson. 

But why did God wait so long before 
he sent his Son? Why does he now fol- 
erate at such great length the rejection 
or the willful ignorance of his great 


love? Having made known the Gospel, 


why does he not bring the human race 
up short with a “take it or leave it”? 

Christ came in history “in due time.” 
His love was revealed at the cross. “In 
due time” he will come again in judg- 
ment to put an end to the process of 
iniquity and to establish his kingdom 
in power. In the meantime we must be 
faithful to the humble Gospel orders of 
today, and wait patiently for the glorious 
orders of the future. 


It is certain that man wants faith 
who dares be more confident of being 
supplied, when he hath money in his 
purse, than when he hath it only in bills 
of exchange from God; or that relies 
more upon his own@ndustry than upon 
God’s providence when his own indus- 
try fails. him.—Bishop Jeremy Taylor. 
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LESSON 12. JUNE 23. MALACHI DEMANDS HONESTY TOWARD GOD 


International Uniform Lesson.—Book of Malachi; printed text, 3: 7-18 
Golden Text. ian ve all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me 


herewith, saith the 


id of hosts, if | will not open you th 


windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 


shall not be room enough to receive it.—Mal. 3:10 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Malachi 3:7-18 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


Mal. 3:7 Even from the days of your fathers, ye are gone away 
from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto 
me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lorp of hosts. But ye 
said, Wherein shall we return? 

8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, 
Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 

9 Ye are cursed with a curse. for ye have robbed me, even 
this whole nation. 

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lorp of hosts, if I will not’: open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it. 

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall 
not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine 
cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lorn of hosts. 

12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a 
delightsome land, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

13 Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lorp. 
Yet ye say, What have we spoken so much against thee? 

14 Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it 
that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked 
mournfully before the Lorp of hosts? 

15 And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work 
wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even de- 
livered. 

16 Then they that feared the Lorp spake often one to another: 
and the Lorp hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remem- 
brance was written before him for them that feared the Lonrp, 
and that thought upon his name. 

17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lorp of hosts, in that day 
when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man 
spareth his own son that serveth him. 

18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous 
and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that 
serveth him not. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mal. 3:7 From the days of your fathers ye have pitied aside 
from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto 
me, and I will return unto you, saith Jehovah of hosts. But ye 
say, Wherein shall we return? 8 Will a man rob God? yet ye 
rob me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes 
and ‘offerings. 9 Ye are cursed with the curse; for ye rob me, 
even this whole nation. 10 Bring ye the whole tithe into the 
store-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it. 11 And I will rebuke 
the devourer for your sakes, arid he shall not destroy the fruits 
of your ground; neither shall your vine cast its fruit before the 
time in the field, saith Jehovah of hosts. 12 And all nations shall 
call you happy; for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith Jehovah 
of hosts. 

13 Your words have been. stout against me, saith Jehovah. 
Yet ye say, What have we spoken against thee? 14 Ye have 
said, It is vain to serve God; and what profit is it that we have 
kept his charge, and that we have walked *mournfully before 
Jehovah of hosts? 15 and now we call the proud happy; yea, they 
that work wickedness are built up; yea, they tempt God, and 
escape. 

16 Then they that feared Jehovah spake one with another; and 
Jehovah hearkened, and heard, and a book of remembrance was 
written before him, for em that feared Jehovah, and that 
thought upon his name. 17 And they shall be mine, saith Jeho- 
vah of hosts, even mine own possession, in the day that I * make; 
and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth 
him. 18 Then shall ye return and discern between the righteous 
and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that 
serveth him not. 


1Heb., heave-offerings. *Or, in mourning apparel. *Or, do 
is. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 


Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D.. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
Approach to the Lesson 
Misr the last of the prophets 


until the coming of John the Bap- - 


tist, was raised up of God to sound 
a clarion call to the returned remnant 
of Judah following the rebuilding pro- 
gram of Zerubbabel; and Nehemiah, with 
a view to exercising the hearts and con- 
sciences of the people as to their actual 
spiritual condition. It was very evident 
that while there had been considerable 
concern for God’s glory among the 
fathers who returned from Babylon and 
Persia to the land of Palestine, there 
had been a steady decline of spirituality 
and positive righteousness among their 
children in the years that followed. This 
is something that has been duplicated 
again and again in the history of the 
professed people of the Lord. It was 
true after the conquest of Canaan (Josh. 
24:31). It has been manifested down 
through the centuries of church history. 


Every new revival movement has been 
characterized by a return to God and his 
Word, often at great cost. But invari- 
ably there has been a decline in the 
piety and unworldliness of those in suc- 
ceeding generations who were, one might 
say, born into a place of privilege and 
had not known what it was to suffer 
and sacrifice for the truth’s sake. So it 
had been with those who succeeded the 
heroic men and women who obeyed the 
call of God to return to the land and 
its desolate cities, to rebuild the Temple 
and the walls of Jerusalem. Those who 
followed after them settled down into 
a careless formalism, from which they 
were summoned to reality by the sol- 
emn voice of the prophet Malachi. 


The Historical Setting 


We know nothing of Malachi’s family, 
nor any of the facts of his life. All 
that is recorded is this prophecy of four 
chapters. His name means “my messen- 
ger.” It is the Hebrew for an “angel.” 
Some have thought it a title rather than 
a name, but this séems unlikely. It is 
evident that he prophesied after the days 


of Nehemiah when the early devotion of 
the returned Jews had declined greatly, 
and worldliness and cold formality had 
become characteristic. 


Verse by Verse 


“Mal. 3:7.—‘*Ye are gone away from 
mine ordinances.” Declension had be- 
gun very early and the children of the 
captivity had drifted into complacent 
disobedience and into positive unright- . 
eousness from which God called upon 
thera to return to the path of subjection 
to his Word. 


Verse 8.—“Ye have robbed me... in 
tithes and offerings.” He who does not 
recognize God’s ownership of himself 
and hold all his possessions as a stew- 
ardship, using them for the Lord’s glory, 
is a thief and a robber. The tithes and 
offerings were in themselves the ac- 
knowledgment of divine ownership. 


Verse 9.—“Cursed with a curse.” The 
law pronounced blessing upon the obe- 
dient (Deut. 28:1, 2), and a curse upon 
those who were disobedient (Deut. 27: 
26). By neglect ofthe law as to tithing, 

















Lesson for June 23 


. the curse had fallen upon the people 
already (Mal. 2:2). 

Verse 10.—“Prove me now herewith.” 
God waits to pour out blessing upon 
those who obey his voice. “The windows 
of heaven” will be opened to those who 
recognize his claims and yield to them 
in loving subjection. This is a principle 
that abides, whatever the dispensation. 


Verse 11.—“I will rebuke the devourer 
for your sakes.” Because of their sinful 
neglect of his ordinances, the remnant 
were left exposed to the craft and cruelty 
of their foes, led on by Satan, their great 
adversary (Zech. 3:1). God pledged him- 
self to stand between them and the 
enemy if they recognized his claims and 
obeyed his commands. Prosperity and 
obedience go hand in hand. 


Verse 12.—“All nations shall call you 
blessed.” When Israel put God first they 
were a blessing to the nations. When 
they forgot him and sought their own 
glory they became a curse (Jer. 24:9). 
Through them the name of God was 
blasphemed among the Gentiles (Rom. 
2:24), whereas it was God’s will that 
they should be the means of making his 
goodness known and others thus be at- 
tracted to him (Psa. 67:1, 2). 


Verse 13.—“Your words have been 
stout against. me.” Nothing is sadder 
than the effrontery of those who profess 
the name of the Lord, yet willfully walk 
im, and seek to defend, their own ways. 
The hardening of conscience that results 
from persistent disobedience makes peo- 
ple utterly unaware of their true condi- 
tion and always results in self-justifica- 
tion. 

Verse 14.—“Ye have said, It is vain to 
serve God.” The disobedient soul al- 
ways questions the importance of heed- 
ing the voice of God and is ever ready 
to attribute his unhappy circumstances 
to some other cause than his own will- 
fullness. He is prone to insist that there 
is no positive proof that God rewards 
the righteous or chastens the evildoer. 
He would, ‘if he could, rule God out 
of humah experience. 

Verse 15.—“They that work wicked- 
ness are set up.” Because the ungodly 
seem to prosper, at times, more than the 
conscientious servants of God, the natu- 
ral tendency of the unbelieving heart is 
to glorify self-will, and to suppose that 
true happiness is found in choosing one’s 
own course instead of in subjection to 
the Word of the Lord. 

Verse 16—‘A book of remembrance 
was written.” God may seem to be an 
indifferent spectator of our trials and 
conflicts, but it is not really so. His 
eyes are over the righteous and he takes 
note of all their ways (Psa. 1:6). It is 


characteristic of those who reverence his 
name to seek fellowship with others of 
like. spirit. Such gatherings are pre- 
cious in his sight and he records all the 
names of those who thus endeavor to 
honor him. 
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Verse 17.—“‘When I make up my 
jewels.” In the day of manifestation, 
their reward shall be sure and when 
God deals in judgment with the wicked 
he will spare his own, caring for them 
as a loving Father who delights in his 
obedient children. 

Verse 18.—‘Discern between ... him 
that serveth God and him that serveth 
him not.” There may not appear to be 
any clean-cut dividing line between the 
righteous and the wicked now, but “the 
day shall declare it” (1 Cor. 3:13) and 
make manifest who and what are of God 
and who and what are opposed to him. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The call of Malachi is to self-examina- 
tion in the light of the revelation God 
has given of his mind, in his holy Word. 
That word is the standard of judgment, 
not our thoughts about it. It is of 
supreme importance that we listen when 
he speaks, and that we do not attempt 
to reply against him (Rom. 9:20), or 
to excuse or justify our. misbehavior on 
any ground whatsoever. When he makes 
known his will, our responsibility is to 
obey, and that without fear or question. 
This is the path of blessing and assures 
the divine approval. Only thus can we 
be well-pleasing to him who has re- 
deemed us. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Bring Ye All the Tithes into the Store- 
house. Tithing was in force before 
Moses (Gen. 14:20; Heb. 7:9). It was in- 
corporated into the law of Sinai (Lev. 
27:30). Under grace it is not mentioned, 
but proportionate giving is enjoined (1 
Cor. 16:2). The believer now is not to 
be less particular in honoring God with 
his substance than a Jew under law. 
“The righteousness of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit” (Roi. 3:4). 
If I were a Jew under law, the tithe 
would be absolutely obligatory and the 
least I could give. Shall I as a believer, 
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under grace, do less than if I were un- 
der law? 


_ Obedience the Precursor to Blessing. 
It is all-important to distinguish between 
obedience to the Word of God as a 
procuring cause of salvation and obedi- 
ence as the Lord’s rightful due from 
those whom he has purchased by his 
blood and regenerated by his Word and 
Spirit. We are saved by his free grace 
alone, altogether apart from any efforts 
we might put forth. But he who is thus 
saved is responsible to walk in accord- 
ance with God’s revealed will. It is 
only thus we enter into fullness of bless- 
ing. 
Trust and obey, 
For there’s no other way 


To be happy in Jesus, 
But to trust and obey. 


Lesson Outline 
ISRAEL’S EIGHTFOLD CONTROVERSY WITH GoD 
1. “Wherein hast thou loved us?” (Mal. 
1:2) 
2. “Wherein have we despised thy 
name?” (v. 6) 
3. “Wherein have we polluted thee?” 
(v. 7) 
“Yet ye say, Wherefore?” (2:14) 
“Wherein have we wearied him?” 
(v. 17) 
6. “Wherein shall we return?” (3:7) 
7. “Wherein have we robbed thee?” 


a 


(v. 8) 
8. “What have we spoken against 
thee?” (v. 13) 


Applications and Summaries 


We may well test ourselves by careful 
reading of this little Book of Malachi, 
and see if we are guilty, as Israel was, 
of arguing with God and trying to jus- 
tify ourselves in our disobedience. 

God’s love for Jacob was seen in the 
many blessings bestowed upon his seed. 
Esau’s progeny was outside the sphere 
of the covenants, and, eemparatively 
speaking, they were “hated?” But as to 
behavior, both races proved disobedient 
and willful (1:2-5). Yet God never 
forgot his covenant, and will fulfill every 
promise. 

The people of Judah sought to: palm 
off on God what they did not value for 
themselves (1:8). Are we not in dan- 
ger of falling into the same snare? 

Self-interest abounded even in con- 
nection with the holy things of the Lord 
(1:10). Would we do for money what 
we refuse to do out of love for our 
Saviour? 

Notice the reason given by Malachi 
why God hates divorce (vs. 14, 15). He 
desires to preserve the integrity of the 
family, “that he might seek a godly 
seed” (v. 15). 

We rob God when we use what should 
be devoted to him and to his work, for 
our own pleasure. Are we so faithful 
in setting aside the Lord’s portion that 
we can have his approval in this regard? 

CuHIcAGo, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HO was Malachi, and when did he 
prophesy? : 
2. What is characteristic in this book? 


3. How many times do the people take 
issue with God, as herein recorded? 


4. What gracious promise did God make 
to those who would returh to him? 


5. In what sense can we rob God? 
6. Should Christians pay tithes? 


7. What has God promised to those who: 
‘ are faithful in this matter? 


8. What complaint did the people make 
regarding the service of the Lord? 


9. Who were they whose names are re- 
corded in the book of remembrance? 


10. What endearing name does God give 
to his obedient children? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 470 of this issue. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a sean) $ oxplelning 
the conditions of this departmen 

of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stam: Failure to note 
the conditions means tha good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance oft the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text | eee in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted:on each lesson, readers are asked to 
li to six the total for any one lesson. 

Losing Their Home for His Sake.— 
Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in mine house, 
and prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out 
a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it (Golden Text). Dr. 
George Truett of Texas was invited to 
a church that was raising $6,500 to dedi- 
cate a church building. After $3,500 
had been promised, the offerings ceased. 
Then a plainly dressed woman arose and 
spoke to her husband who was taking 
the names.- “Charley, I wonder if you 
would be willing to give our little cot- 
tage, just out of debt. We were offered 
$3,500 for it yesterday. Would you be 
willing to give our little house for Christ 
that his house may be free?” The fine 
fellow responded in the same high spirit: 
“Jennie, dear, I was thinking of the 
same thing. Then looking up at me with 
his face covered with tears, he said, 
“We will give the $3,500.” Then there 
followed a scene beggaring all descrip- 
tion. Men and women sobbed aloud, 
and almost in a moment the $3,500 was 
provided. Then without invitation there 
came down the aisle men and women, 
saying, “Sir, where is the Saviour, and 
how can we find him?”—From “Every- 


Member Evangelism,” by J. E. Conant, 


@ 
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D.D. Sent by Miss J. B. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Better Than Bazaars !—Prove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I 
will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to re- 
ceive it (Golden Text). On the day of 
dedication of our church, Dr. Louis S. 
Bauman made this statement: “If this 
church attempts to raise money by 
chicken suppers or bazaars, it can never 
be while I remain its pastor. Nor do we 
propose to worry the businessmen of the 
town for contributions, implying that 
they must give because we patronize 
them.” A Christian lady in the audience 
had casually dropped in for the dedica- 
tory services, and had intended to give 
a few dollars. When the offering was 
taken, in it were two checks from her, 
one in her own name for $2,500, and the 
other for $500 in the name of her parents. 
The pastor’s method of raising money 
caused her change of mind. She also 
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became a member of the congregation, 
and there have been many other contri- 
butions from her. The pastor is still 
wondering just how long it would have 
taken the women of the church to 
“clear” that amount working at chicken 
suppers and bazaars.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis 
Roe, Lynn, Mass. . 


A Church of Tithers.—Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse (Golden Text). 
Do you know a church composed en- 
tirely of tithers? An account of it would 
be worth while if you do. Dr. Hugh 
McKean of Chiengmai, Siam, tells of 
one in that country. There are 400 mem- 
bers, and every member tithes. They 
receive 40 stangs (less than twenty 
cents) and their rice each week. Of 
this, each gives weekly one-tenth. Be- 
cause of this they have more for Chris- 
tian work than any other church in Siam. 
They pay their own pastor, and have 
sent two missionary families to spread 
the Gospel in'a.community cut off from 
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the outside world. They are entirely re- 
sponsible for this work and are very 
earnest about it. They are intensely 
interested in all forms of Christian work, 
especially work for unfortunates of every 
kind, and their gifts for this kind of 
work are large. They not only have 
accepted Christ but, having found him 
good, are making him known to others. 
And every member is a leper.—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. Robert 
Vining, Piedmont, W. Va.; and Mrs. 
Lewis Conrad, Imogene, Iowa. 


In Debt — to Whom?—Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse (Golden Text). 
Mr. A. A. Hyde, a millionaire manufac- 
turer, says he began tithing when he was 
one hundred thousand dollars in debt. 
Many men have said they considered it 
dishonest to give God a tenth of their 
incomes while they were in debt. Mr. 
’ Hyde says he agreed with that thought 
until one day it flashed upon him that 
God was his first creditor. Then he be- 
gan paying God first, and all the other 
creditors were eventually paid in full. 
If a man owes you money, it would be 
wise business policy on your part to 
encourage him to pay his debt to God 
first—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. ‘ 


When She Had No Testimony.—Bring 
ye all the tithes into the storehouse 
(Golden Text). Dr. Russell Conwell one 
night at a prayer meeting asked if there 
were any tithers present who had tithed 
through a series of years. Seven people 
stood up. He asked for a testimony from 
each one of them in emphasis of the 
fact of God’s faithfulness in blessing 
them. Six gave radiant testimonies of 
blessings received. The seventh was a 
frail, gray-haired woman, who spoke 
with much reluctance: “I wish I could 
bear such testimony, but I cannot. I 
have skimped and saved and denied my- 
self through the years to keep a vow 
made to tithe my income. But now I 
am old and I am losing my position. I 
have no means of support. I do not 
know what I shall do.” She sat down, 
and the meeting was closed in the midst 
of a profound and distressing chill. Next 
day Dr. Conwell had an invitation from 
Mr. John Wanamaker to dine with him. 
At the table Mr. Wanamaker said: “I 
think you will be interested to know that 
we are about to inaugurate a pension 
system for our employees. The plan has 
been worked out, and we are to issue 
our first life pension today to a woman 
who has served us for twenty-five years.” 
He mentioned her name, and it was that 
of the woman who had given the pessi- 
mistic testimony the night before !— 
From the Herald of Holiness. Sent by 
M. H. James, Toronto, Can. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Better Than Good Mixers.—Then shatl 
ye return, and discern between the right- 
eous and the wicked, between him. that 
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serveth God and him that serveth him 
not (v. 18). We often hear someone 
say, when speaking of his pastor, “He’s 
such a good’ mixer!” Commenting on 
this statement, an evangelist said: “You 
don’t need a mixer; you need a sep- 
arator !”"—Heard over the radio. Sent by 
Alice L. Cary, Dayton, Ohio. 


we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Oh, Lord, thou 
who changest not, we lay our needy and 
changeful lives before thee. We have sinned 
against thee in ever giving thee secondary 
place in our plans and purposes. The claims 
of those about us have seemed more real, 
more immediate, more pressing than thy Word 
to us concerning the things that are most im- 
portant in life. We would not have this so, 
our Father. We would see more clearly and 
act with far greater faithfulness in our pur- 
poses to follow thee in all the occasions of 
life, and not to hold back from thee anything 
of time or means that thou dost so lovingly 
require of us. May we not be misled by that 
subtle type of dishonesty which deceives us 
into believing that some of our attitudes and 
actions are not noticed by thee, and are of 
small moment in the general plan of life. 
May we be duly warned not to divert to self- 
ish uses whatever should be set apart for 
thee, and may we be more than willing to 
recognize that thou art the giver of every 
good and perfect gift, and that we should 
have abundant regard for the needs of others 
in thy name. For this we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Out of the early, 


days of God’s dealing with his people 
there comes to us this searching lesson 
from Malachi, God’s messenger. It is 
so very easy for us to think of what is 
just around us, and not so clearly of the 
blessings that come to us from our 
Heavenly Father’s hand. Nor do we 
think nearly enough of what we owe to 
him of that which he has given us to 
be returned for his purposes in the bless- 
ing of others. Do you ever think that 
perhaps it doesn’t matter very much to 


OBBING OD 
OR OUR 
ETURNING TO IFTS 


IN TITHES AND OFFERINGS 














God whether or not we follow his plan 
of giving at least one tenth of our in- 
come to his service in definite, clear-cut, 
genuine ways? Are we like the people 
who gave God such repiies as are given 
in this lesson, as though he did not see 
straight through to our human hearts, 
and as though he could be deceived by 
our foolish words? There is plenty of 
testimony on the part of believing Chris- 
tians to the great fact that God does open 
the windows of Heaven to pour out bless- 
ing upon those who will follow his plan 
of giving in accordance with what he 
wishes us to do. That tenth simply be- 
longs to him. It is not a pleasant 
thought, is it, to think that we have at 
any time robbed God? If that has been 
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so, let us make no delay in changing 

our way of dealing with him. Perhaps 

we have not proved him. Have you 

really tried it? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Christian Tither—Ye have rob- 
bed me. . .. Wherein? ... In tithes 
and offerings (Mal. 3:8). I heard the 
Reverend, George Mahy say to a bunch 
of us one day, years ago, when he was 
a Y. M. C. A, Secretary, “What! Give 
the Lord only ten per cent? Why, you 
fellows ought to beat any Jew all to 
pieces when it comes to handing it out 
to the Lord!” Your Uncle Samuel, by 
inference, suggests you should do fifty 
per cent better than the tithe. He says 
you can give the Lord fifteen per cent 
and take it from your income when you 
compute the tax. 

I know a fine Christian man who has 
(had) a comfortable income. He says he 
divides it into three equal parts. One 
for living, one for saving, and one for 
giving to the Lord for the advancement 
of his Kingdom. (2 Chron. 31:6-11.) 

What would happen if every one who 
claimed to be a Christian was a tither? 
Well, here is what did happen with a 
large cult which made the matter of 
tithing an important part of its religion. 
When the depression struck the coun- 
try none of the unemployed that be- 
longed had to go upon relief. All the 
farmers put aside a tenth. of the farm 
produce. The farmers’ women folks 
went to preserving, and canning, and 
drying. The output was gathered into 
storehouses and all the hard winter there 
was an abundance of good food for all 
who had no work to get_a “pay.” 

As I write, the Secretar, of Agricul- 
ture is having trouble to know what to 
do with surplus crops with which a 
watchful Providence has greatly blessed 
our country. We have been a smart 
people, and have invented great things, 
but we have not learned how to design 
a way to get the things that are plenti- 
ful to where they are so badly needed. 
Perhaps you can invent a way. 


The Price—All nations shall call you 
blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome 
land (v. 12). Little old Palestine, a nar- 
row strip, little larger than one of our 
smaller states, was a blessed and delight- 
some land. Half way stop on the road 
to India, Palestine, then as now, had 
everything. Today a pipe line across 
the desert brings oil to the land for fuel 
in its best shape without waste. The 


Jordan River furnishes electric power. 
The Dead Sea water gives up valuable 
chemicals and fertilizer. 

When the land is given water from 
the subterranean springs Abram and 
Isaac and Jacob tapped, it blossoms like 
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a garden of flowers and hands out fruit 
to equal the world’s best. 

One of the Zionist leaders visiting here 
in Coatesville from his home in Pales- 
tine said to me, “You have never really 
tasted an orange until you have had one 
of those we grow.” Friends who have 
been there, to whom I have referred the 
boast, including the publisher of this 
paper, reply, “Yea, verily, your inform- 
ant speaks the truth.” These returned 
tourists tell me the Florida orange called 
“Temple” is nearest to the Palestine in 
flavor. 

God undoubtedly had great things in 
store for his “Chosen People” when he 
settled them in Canaan, this delectable 
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little slice of the world’s surface. But 
alas, the race has never been able to 
keep Satan out of Eden, and so the his- 
tory of Israel, in their choice bit of 
country, has been one of blessed ups and 
ignoble downs. The price that God asks 
for “delightfulness” is obedience, (Exod. 
19:5; 1 Sam. 15:22.) 


“Books” of Remembrance.—They that 
feared the Lord spake often one to an- 
other: ... and a book of remembrance 
was written. . .. And they shall be 
mine, ... when I make up my jewels 
(vs. 16, 17). We come to one of my 
favorite passages. My letter to an inti- 
mate Christian friend is apt to be dated 
Mal. 3 - 1617 (just as if I wrote Mar. 
3, 1940). 

About twelve years ago I gathered the 
photographs of the 400 members of the 
Iron Rose Class, with date and place of 
birth, occupation, maiden name of wife, 
if one, and names of children, if any. 
The photographer made no charge, for 
if the picture was good the family would 
order some. I had cuts made of the 
photographs and the whole class was put 
into a handsome volume. The book also 
had an account of the Iron Rose activ- 
ities. 

This would not have been undertaken 
had I guessed half the trouble and ex- 
pense. “Never again,” is the song I sing. 
I called the volume “A Book of Remem- 
»brance.” These verses of Malachi 3:16, 
17 were printed as the text of it. In our 
Iron Rose Class we take note of birth- 
days, and we get many of our dates-from 
“The Book of Remembrance.” 

We have an arrangement with the tele- 
graph company to send a telegram of 
congratulations to the birthday member, 
and when he turns up ‘in class we give 
him the Iron Rose salute from the palms 
of our hands. 

A red rose has paid the annual rent of 
a church property near here. A blooming 
plant. A good book. Yea, a one cent 
postal card from the “5 and 10” fills the 
heart with a portion of joy. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 468) 


1, He was the last Old Testament prophet, 
and ministered to the returned remnant 
after the days of Nehemiah. 


2. He dwells on the,people’s controversy 
with God. 

3. Eight times they replied against him. 

4. That he would return to them. 

5. By failing to give proportionately of 
our means for his service and in ministry to 
others. 

6. They should not be less generous than 
if they were under law. 

7. To reward them with greater bless- 
ing, both spiritually and temporally. 

8. That it was wearisome and brought no 
adequate reward. 

9. Those who reverenced his name and 
cultivated fellowship with one another. 

10. He calls them. his “jewels,” or his 
“peculiar treasure.” 





' 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Happy Financing. 

Discussion: How does a fellow “rob 
God” in these practical times? To whom 
does the silver and gold belong? In 
what sense is every fellow a steward? 
Does God leave his matters in our hands 
to administer for him? 

Objective: Finding the spiritual signifi- 
cance of money. 











AY, fellows, if a man owed me money 

and he was having a hard struggle to 
make a living, and by all common sense 
reasoning there appeared very little if 
any prospect of ever getting my money 
back, I would try to persuade that man 
to begin tithing. I confidently believe if 
I could induce him to tithe his income, 
that is, pay one-tenth of it to the Lord, 
he would sooner or later pay me back 
every cent he owed me: because he 
would prosper, 

I am saying this not only on the 
authority of God’s Word and out of my 
own very thrilling experience with the 
practice of careful and consistent tith- 
ing, but on the testimony of thousands 
of others who have found in it the solu- 
tion of all their financial problems. 
Tithing solved serious financial problems 
for me and at the same time brought 
me spiritual blessing that far outweighed 
the material gain. 

When I began tithing twenty-two 
years ago I was hopelessly in debt. Mis- 
fortune which came when I first began 
to be a wage earner plunged me deep 
“in the red,” and, in trying to work 
out, repeated misfortunes came, one after 
another, so that, like the frog endeavor- 
ing to escape from the well, when I 
jumped up two feet I fell back three. 
That was awfully discouraging, and I 
had just about given up hope of ever 
getting out of debt when I was per- 
suaded to begin giving (rather, paying) 
to the Lord one-tenth of what I earned. 

When I was first challenged to tithe 
I almost smiled, it seemed so ridiculous 
for me to think of it. Why, I said, it 
would be dishonest for me to “give 
away” any part of my income, to church 
or anything else, when I owed money 
to those who had trusted me; before I 
could give money I must pay my credi- 
tors. But I was troubled, for I was 
a Christian, and I knew that tithing was 
Scriptural — that the Bible stated a defi- 
nite portion (one-tenth) which should be 
paid to the Lord. 

So I prayed for light and understand- 
ing as to what really was duty in my 
own “peculiar” circumstances. Then 
there came to me this startling fact: the 
Lord was my first creditor. If any credi- 
tor should be given preference, it was 
he. He certainly had first claim on me. 
Then I looked at Malachi 3:10, the verse 
that is at the heart of this lesson today, 
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and I saw God saying there that if I 
would trust him, and tithe, he would 
“open ... the windows of heaven,” and 
pour out a blessing so big there would 
not be room enough to receive it. So 
I decided to begin tithing and I nailed 
the purpose down with Malachi 3:10. 

On the first of the following month 
when I drew my salary I took out one- 
tenth and put it aside for the Lord’s 
work. During the first two months it 
went pretty hard, and I had to pray 
harder and hang on harder to Malachi 
3:10. It looked for a little while as if 
God had forgotten about opening the 
windows. But I set my jaw and hung 
on. I kept a careful account, to be sure 
that I was fair with God, even to the 
penny. Then things began to come to 
pass. Ways came to me to earn more 
money — ways I never dreamed of. Al- 
together unexpectedly, my salary was 
increased. I have not the space here to 
detail the different means that suddenly 
came to my hands for making more 
money. I wish I could tell you about 
it sometime, face to face. It is like 
a thrilling romance. 

In less than a year I was out of debt 
and buying my own home. Up to that 
time I had lived in a rented house. I 
saved up something against old age. 
That was all wonderful, but the greatest 
joy was in the dispensing of “the Lord’s 
tenth.” It grew to much more than a 
tenth — more than double that amount. 
Formerly it made me grit my teeth to 
hear a missionary sermon, or any appeal 
for money for the church or charity — 
I was so helplessly in debt; but now I 
rejoiced at every clear call that I could 
believe was from the Lord for his work, 
because there was always something in 
the Lord’s treasury, and I was his trusted 
servant to hand it out. 

How I wish somebody could have told 


me this story when I was fifteen! How 
much joy I have missed! How much 
financial misery I have suffered! How 


different it could have been if I had 
just known! Before I began to tithe, 
financing seemed to have a curse at- 
tached; since I began to tithe, it is full 
of blessing. For twenty-two years I have 
not worried about money. Oh, some- 
times there is close figuring, but it is 
always with the consciousness that the 
Lord, my Senior Partner, and I are fig- 
uring together and I know it will work 
out—and it does. Fellows, if you have 
only ten cents a week to spend, pay one 
tenth of it to the Lord, and you will find 
yourself having something to give. Also 
you will find that you cannot outgive 
God. 


SARASOTA, FLA. 
ve 


Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THe Sun- 
pAy Scuoo.t Trmes? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder, is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Malachi is our prophet today. Ten 
pennies will help with the lesson. 











OT a thing is known of Malachi, our 

prophet of today. We do not know 
whether he was young or old, rich or 
poor. He prophesied after Haggai and 
Zechariah. They had stirred up the Jews 
to rebuild the Temple and worship God 
there. At first they were very happy 
and thankful, and really worshiped God 
with all their hearts. 

Then they began to.do things they 
knew God had forbidden, and got into 
terrible sin. Even the priests were dis- 
honest in their service. They all went 
on with the Temple worship, but it was 
just lip service, their hearts were not 
in it. 

Malachi was the prophet God sent to 
tell them of their sin. He told them 
they were dishonest, that they had all 
robbed God. He told them they were 
not serving God with their hearts, but 
only with their lips. 

In spite of all the warning of Malachi, 
they went on in their sin, and did not 


, even know their Messiah whom Malachi 


had told them was coming soon. When 
the Lord Jesus came, the priests and 
the Pharisees, and most of the Jews did 
not even know him, and you know how 
they rejected him and he was crucified. 

We all agree that they were very 
wicked, but I wonder if Christians to- 
day are treating God any better than 
the Jews of Malachi’s time. Do you 
think we can rob God? Malachi said 
they did. Let us see about it. .God had 
commanded the Jews to give him one- 
tenth of their flocks and money and all 
they had. Now he does not command 
us to give any certain amount to him. 
He does say we should lay aside on the 
first day of the week, part of our money, 
as we have been prospered. If we had 
been Jews, and we had these ten pennies, 
we would have been commanded to give 
God one of them. 

God says we who believe in the Lord 
Jesus are his, and all we have is his. 
He lets us use all the things we have, 
but they really all belong to him. Then 
we cheat him when we do not give him 
anything, don’t we? And I know so 
many people that say they are Chris- 
tians, and never give God a penny. They 
always say they have nothing they can 
spare, that they need it all themselves. 
Isn’t that robbing God? I am sure it is. 

But suppose we give our one penny, 
what about the other nine? If we are 
God’s and all we have is his, then we 
ought to be careful how we use the 
other nine pennies. If we love him, we 
could not use them for something God 
would not like. He expects us to use 
them for our needs and for many things 
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that we want, but not for wrong things. 

God does not command us to give him 
our money. God wants love offerings. 
Your mother and father do not give you 
food and clothing and other things be- 
cause somebody makes them do it, but 
because they love you. You give them 
gifts when they have a birthday or at 
Christmas, not because you have to do 
it, but because you love them and want 
to give them something. . 

Once more our heart must be right, 
or our gifts are not love gifts. I hope 
all of you are asking the dear Lord 
Jesus to make your hearts right, so they 
will be full of love for him, and for 
others around you. 

Our Memory Verse is beautiful, and 
will help us to love God. “Every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father” (Jas. 
1:17). 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To help the girls understand what 
God asks them to give to him. 


Activity.—Study the budgets of your local 
Sunday school and church. For what pur- 
poses is the money used? What is meant by 
giving the tenth “to God”? 


Write the following outline, from Malachi 
3:7-18, on the blackboard: 


Our INVESTMENTS Gop’s Drvipenps 


1. “Return unto me.” “I will return unto 

you.” 

2. “Bring ye all the “I will... pour you 
tithes.” out a blessing.” 

3. “Them .. . that “A book of remem- 
thought upon his brance was writ- 
name.” ten ... for them.” 

4. “Him that serveth “They shall be... 
God.” my jewels.” 


Memory Verse.—“Upon this first day of the 
week let every one of you lay by him in 
store, as God hath prospered him” (1 Cor. 
16:2). 

IRLS, an investment is that which is 

laid out for profit, and when we 
place our investments with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we can expect bountiful 
returns. (Let the girls connect the 
points listed below with the chart men- 
tioned in “Activity.”) 

1. Spiritual. We must give ourselves 
to God (Mal. 3:7). 

2. Material. We must give our tithes 
to God (v. 10). 

3. Mental. We must give our thoughts 
to God (v. 16). 

4. Physical. We must give our service 
to God (v. 18). 


RUNAWAYS 


“Return”: This is a message to a run- 
away. “We have turned every one to 
his own way.” We earth beings have 
been “runaways” from the Lord. 

When a child disappears from home, 
the parents are crushed and broken. 
There is a painful emptiness in their 
home, and a longing in their hearts for 
the love and companionship of the one 
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who is gone. But greater than the long- 
ing for companionship is the unsatisfied 
desire to serve. The child is in need and 
the parents know it, and they want the 
opportunity and joy of serving him. 

“He needs me,” said a mother about 
her.runaway boy. 

“He does not seem to think so,” a 
friend tried to comfort. 

“Oh, I know it; but he is wrong!” 

God is right; stubborn man is wrong. 
When the Lord says, “Return,” it is be- 
cause he, with his infinite wisdom, can 
discern our need. Our Saviour’s wounds 
did not begin at Calvary. The heart of 
God was hurt for us when sin began, 
and Calvary became the outward expres- 
sion of divine love and longing to help 
mankind, the love and longing that had 
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existed from the beginning (1 Pet. 1: 
18-20). 

“Wherein shall we return?” asked 
God’s people. 

“Why return?” the runaway inquires. 


What Prorrr Is It? 


Every child owes certain contributions 
toward the welfare’ of family life. We 
have contributions to make toward the 
welfare of God’s family, and our finan- 
cial gifts are one of these obligations. 

“Why do you give so much money to 
the church?” asked a young friend. 

Hear God’s reply: “That there may 
be meat in mine house.” First, the of- 
ferings which we bring to Sunday school 
and church provide for the support of 
those who devote their lives to Christian 
service, and for the maintenance of the 
house of worship. 

“And prove me now ... if I will not 

. . pour you out a blessing.” We must 
realize, secondly, that the house of wor- 
ship and the workers are merely instru- 
ments through which the blessings of 
God may come to mankind, and indi- 
rectly it is for this greater purpose of 
making God’s blessings available that 
we should bring our tithes, 

Our offerings “upon the first day of 
the week,” then, are small investments, 
indeed, for the rich dividends of God’s 
grace (Eph. 2:7). 

However, in Malachi’s day, as in pres- 
ent times, people questioned the wisdom 
of obeying God. 

“Religion is a lot of horsefeathers!” 
said a troubled modern young boy. 

Malachi’s contemporaries used these 
words:. “It is vain to serve God: and 
what profit is it that we have kept his 
ordinance?” : 

“Look at the wickedness and injus- 
tices in the world and figure it out for 
yourself,” the modern boy continued. 

The proud are happy, Malachi’s neigh- 
bors pointed out; the wicked are set up; 
they that tempt God are even delivered. 

Such fog-bound thoughts are hazard- 
ous ones, the kind that cause spiritual 
collisions. Beyond the fog the sun is 
shining, and beyond the illusions of 
earthy reasoning is God’s substantial 
truth, 

REMEMBERED 


Runaways wonder whether they are 
remembered at home. God’s Word as- 
sures us that before we ever turn our 
desires toward the Lord, his desires have 
been toward us (Song of Sol. 2:16; 6:3; 
7:10). In order that this remembrance 
may be perpetual, the Lord has written 
it in a book set apart for that purpose 
(v. 16). We can thank him that he will 
never forget to remember us. 


UNFINISHED JOBS 
Just as a runaway boy or girl is the 
parents’ unfinished job, so we are the 
Lord’s unfinished job. “They shall be 
mine, saith the Lord . . . when I make 
up my jewels.” Why does one want 
jewels? Jewels are for value, beauty, 
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and pleasure. Christ showed us at Cal- 
vary how much he values us (1 John 4: 
19). When he appears to us, he will ex- 
change our defects for his ‘beauty (1 
John 3:2). During all the future ages 
we may give pleasure to our Redeemer 
through our praise (Rev. 4:8-11). 

As his jewels we shall have an eter- 
nally unfinished job. 

“All nations shall call you blessed” 
(Mal. 3:12). How far has God’s love 
been extended through your life? Next 
week we shall discuss this further. Re- 
alize the truth of Psalm 24:1. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











June 30. You Haven’t a Chance! Eccles. 9: 
11, 12. 





Sunday, June 23 


3. My Denomination and Its Youth 
(1 Tim. 4:12-16) 





Mon.—A worthy attitude (Psa. 122). 

Tues.—Pastoral admonitions (Titus 2:1-8). 

Wed.—Perfected in love (Eph. 5:25-27). 

Thurs.—A Spirit-filled church (Acts 11:19- 
26). 

Fri.—Loyal to church in childhood (Luke 
2:41-49). 

Sat.—Loyal to church in ‘manhood (Luke 
4:16-22). 











T IS told that a missionary in India 

was called to a little out-of-the-way 
village to baptize and receive into the 
church more than sixty adult converts 
from Hinduism. The missionary noticed 
a boy sitting in a corner at the rear of 
the room watching and listening very 
wistfully. Finally, he came forward. 

“What, my boy, do you want to join 
the church?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“But you are very young, and if I were 
to receive you, and you were to slip 
aside, it would do injury to the cause 
of Christ. I shall come again in six 
months. Be true to Christ during that 
time, and then, if I find you steadfast 


and true, I will baptize and receive you - 


gladly.” 

No sooner was this said than ‘sixty 
adult converts rose to their feet, and 
some, speaking for the others, said, “Why, 
sir, it is he who has taught us all that 
we know about Jesus Christ.” 

8 

Would it make a difference, do you 
suppose, in your young people’s group 
and in your church and in your denomi- 
nation, if every Christian young person 
would lead sixty adults to Christ? 
Usually, we think about young people 
in just the reverse relationship to adults, 
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do we not? We expect older folks to 
lead young people to Christ, but we sel- 
dom expect young people to be used to 
win older ones. Yet there is no good 
reason why your young people’s group 
should not be used to win both young 
and old. 

In the portion chosen for our Scrip- 
ture reading Paul is speaking particu- 
larly to a young man by the name of 
Timothy. But, in him, he speaks also 
to all young men and young women. He 
counsels, “Let no man despise thy 
youth” (1 Tim. 4:12). This does not 
mean that young people are to have a 
cocky self-assertiveness. On the con- 
trary, they are so to conduct themselves 
that no one shall be able to point the 
finger of scorn or contempt at their 
youth or inexperience, or to be forced 
to make allowances because of imma- 
turity. Youth may not have the experi- 
ence of age, but there is no reason why 
a young person, yielded fully to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, cannot be kept clean and 
pure and strong just as truly as is an 
older and more experienced Christian. 

ye 

Then notice that youth is also to be 
an example, even to older folks. Here 
again we sometimes reverse the order 
and expect older folks to be an example 
to youth, which indeed it should be. But 
youth has none the less a responsibility 
to be an example also, 

We are to be an example in our 
speech, in our behavior (“conversation” 
in its old English sense), in love, spirit, 
in faith, and in purity. This just about 
covers everything that youth does or 
thinks. There is all the room in the 
world here for wholesome exuberance, 
enthusiasm, and vivaciousness. But 
there is no room for silliness or reck- 
lessness, for laziness or carelessness, or 
the sowing of wild oats. 

Youth often accuses age of intolerance 
and lack of understanding. But often 
youth compels, by its own giddiness and 
irresponsibility, such an appraisal as 
age frequently gives it. Under the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit youth can be 
all that is truly youthful and spontane- 
ous and attractive, and yet be conse- 
crated and true and wholly Christian. 

ye 

Notice also those things to which Paul 
recommended Timothy’s particular at- 
tention (vs. 13 to 15). “Reading” for the 
Christian young person must point pri- 
marily to God’s Word. It may also be 
broadened in its interpretation to in- 
clude sound Christian literature and 
other wholesome, clean reading matter. 
It would perhaps shock most of us, if 
we were to take a census of the reading 
that occupies the time of the young 
people of our group. Much that is of- 
fered to youth today is either worthless 
or downright pernicious. Let us not sup- 
pose that we can constantly pollute our 
minds with such filth, and at the same 
time foster and retain the pure thoughts 
that God expects of us as Christian 
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young people. It will also be interest- 
ing to learn in your young people’s 
group, in connection with this meeting, 
just what proportion of their total read- 
ing time is devoted to God’s Word. 

4 

“Exhortation” points particularly to 
preaching, for Timothy was following in 
Paul’s footsteps as an apostle and Chris- 
tian teacher. While God’s plan for many 
of us may not include life work as a 
preacher or Christian teacher, neverthe- 
less,-we are all witnesses and ambassa- 
dors and, as such, should be speaking to 
others about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Just how much time do you give to 
this, and how many have you won for 
Christ? If an untaught Indian boy could 
win sixty adults, what could you not 
do with your Christian background and 
training? 

ve 

“Doctrine” emphasizes the importance 
of a clear understanding of the funda- 
mentals of the faith. It has been popu- 
lar in the last few years, even among 
some Christians, to belittle doctrine and 
to speak as if it was of no importance. 
“It is the life that counts,” we have been 
told. There can be no question that the 
life is important, but Christian living 
must rest upon and develop from doc- 
trine. Can you explain to anyone clearly 
and simply God’s plan of salvation? Do 
you understand, even in an elementary 
way, what God says about Christian liv- 
ing and his provision for keeping a be- 
liever day by day and moment by mo- 
ment? 

As Paul points out (v. 16) taking heed 
to these things has a salutary effect, not 
only upon ourselves, but upon others. 
It will not “save” us, in the sense of 
our eternal state, for that salvation was 
purchased for us upon the cross by the 
Lord Jesus. But it does save us, as be- 
lievers, in the sense that it helps us to 
appropriate the saving and keeping 
power of the Lord Jesus, day by day 
and moment by moment. And as God 
uses us to speak to others, it opens up 
to them also God’s good news of sal- 
vation and Christian living. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Fruitful Year for 
The American Tract Society 


HE Annual Meeting of the Executive 

Committee of the American Tract 
Society was held on Tuesday, May 7, 
at the Society’s new headquarters, 21 
West 46th St., New York, and the fol- 
lowing officers were re-elected for a 
period of one year: the Rev. William 
H. Matthews, D.D., General Secretary; 
the Rev. Edwin Noah Hardy, Ph.D., Ex- 
ecutive and Recording Secretary; Gen- 
eral Charles Elliot Warren, Honorary 
Treasurer; Arthur W. Cobbett, Treas- 
urer, and William H. Van Steenbergh, 
Counsel. 
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The annual report of the activities of 
the Society was presented by the Gen- 
eral Secretary, Dr. William H. Matthews. 
It showed that 3,383,151 pieces of Chris- 
tian literature had been printed and dis- 
tributed during a twelve-month period, 
in forty-seven languages. The annual 
distribution of Bibles to 540 men in the 
‘constantly increasing Freshman Class at 
West Point Military Academy was made 
as usual, so that cadets could study the 
Bible as English under Lieut. Col. 
Wheat. Bibles have been given to the 
cadets, by the Society, for a period of 
sixty-nine years. About one-half mil- 
lion tracts were furnished to workers 
among World’s Fair visitors and at Gipsy 
Smith meetings. 

The Society has twenty-nine colpor- 
teurs working among the unchurched, 
of different nationalities, in Greater New 
York and throughout religiously neg- 
lected districts in New England, the 
South, and in other parts of the coun- 
try. Its work has been greatly enlarged 
during the past few years. 





[ Children at Home 





An Open-Air Meeting in an 
African Village 


By H. E. Grings 
his is the second of two true stories from 
Africa, where Mr. Grings is a missionafy. 
HE pet of our party has been a little 
black rooster. We were holding a 
Gospel meeting in the street of a small 
village in the Belgian Congo just after 
sunset, and this tiny chick was peeping 
loudly for its mother who had gone into 
the hut with her other chickens. An old 
man hobbled out and caught the baby 
chick just as we finished our service. I 
called after him to sell it to me as a 
plaything for Bessie and Louise, which 
he was glad to do for the sum of about 
two cents. 
The girls took care of it with great 


delight. At night, it slept in a little 


basket close by Bessie’s pillow, snugly 
wrapped in a warm cloth. They fed it 
grasshoppers and crickets and cracked 
rice, and it grew rapidly. They named 
it Ebony, and everywhere the girls went, 
Ebony was sure to go. 

They took him to the street meetings 
in his little basket and he was an added 
attraction to the many little boys and 
girls with bodies as black as his fuzzy 
little coat. He would keep very quiet 
while we sang the Gospel songs and 
taught verses from the Bible. Then 
Louise would hand Ebony over to Bessie 
to hold while she stood up and told a 
Bible story to the children. Sometimes 
she told them about the raising of Jairus’ 
daughter, and at other times about Mary 
and Martha, the widow of Nain, or about 
the woman bowed down with an infirm- 
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ity for eighteen years. Then after an- 
other song Bessie would give Ebony 
back to Louise while she told her Bible 
story. 

One evening about a month later we 
were holding the regular evening meet- 
ing in a village street, and Ebony had 
grown so big and had such warm 
feathers that he did not need to be kept 
in his basket but Louise let him down 
on the ground. He did not go far away, 
and soon found a little place where the 
dust was es dry as tooth powder — just 
what he wanted for a dust bath! 

Bessie began telling the story of the 
Rich Man and Lazarus: The rich man 
had a fine house and gardens and serv- 
ants and food and clothing and every- 
thing his heart could wish, but he did 
not have the love of God in his heart. 
Lazarus was a poor man who had no 
house or garden or nice food and cloth- 
ing. He often slept on the ground. 

Ebony scratched a hollow place in the 
dust and snuggled down in it, pecking 
bits of sticks and sand with his bill. The 
children looked at Ebony, and back at 
Bessie, who continued her story. Laza- 
rus was often hungry and he had sores 
on his body. He had no friends and they 
laid him at the rich man’s gate, hoping 
he would feed him. Moreover, the dogs 
came and licked his sores. Ebony 
scratched with his feet and wings, cast- 
ing dust all over himself, 

The children looked from Ebony to 
Bessie and back to Ebony. It was go- 
ing to be a contest as to who would hold 
their attention. 

However, there was one priceless thing 
that Lazarus had which the rich man 
did not have—he had the love of God 
in his heart and trusted him even to 
death; so when he died, the angels came 
and carried him to Heaven where he 
was received into his father Abraham’s 
bosom. All his sufferings and sorrows 
were ended, and he is up there now in 
the beautiful city of God. 

Just then Ebony did a very ungrace- 
ful thing for a chicken — he turned com- 
pletely over on his back, kicking his 
feet in the air and twittering in a per- 
fect ecstasy of delight with his warm 
dust bath. Bessie lost the attention of 
the crowd, and the children laughed. 
That was a good place to laugh:. I am 
sure evexybody who goes to Heaven will 
laugh and sing for joy when they get 
there. Ebony seemed to realize he had 
interrupted the meeting and made a few 
vigorous kicks, turned over, jumped up 
and ran over to Louise where he kept 
quiet and orderly while Bessie went on 
telling the sad part of the story: how 
the rich; man died and went to hell be- 
cause he did not love God and never 
gave his heart to Him. 

Bessie told the people how Lazarus 
had suffering and sorrow on this earth, 
but he endured it all and trusted God 
and now has everlasting joy and peace; 
whereas the rich man had his good 
things here on this earth, but when he 
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died he left them all behind and went 
to a place of suffering and torment. She 
urged them to receive the Lord Jesus as 
their Saviour and many of them said 
they would. 


LoxoLtama, Conco BeEtce, AFRICA. 





With the New Books 


The Prayer Perfect. By Harry Rimmer, 
D.D., Sc.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 
Fifth Ave., New York City, $1.25.) A 
storm raged over the Atlantic and the 
steamer captain was making the rounds. 
Hearing some strenuous praying, he 
paused to-investigate. It was the chair- 
man of the Anti-God Conference on his 
knees under one of the salon tables! 
So it is in the hour of stress that men 
pray. But such hours come to us all. 
And the question is, How at such times 
and at all times may we be sure of call- 
ing on God aright? 

The answer is clear since Christ him- 
self taught, “After this manner, pray ye 
—.”’ Dr. Rimmer thus takes up the so- 
called Lord’s prayer, and having shown 
how prone one is to repeat it without 
comprehension, he considers at length 
each group of words, in regard to both 
its original meaning and its application 
to everyday life. The reader is made 
to realize that this prayer is not a liturgy 
but a pattern to be followed, with wor- 
ship, petition, confession, and gratitude 
all included. Dr. Rimmer also teaches 
that such prayer may be offered only 
by God’s born-again children, and that 
it is not a mere Kingdom age petition, 
as some declare, but for all Christians 
here and now. 


The Amazing Story of Repeal. By 
Fletcher Dobyns. (Willett, Clark and Co., 
Chicago, $3.) “The Church in action 
against the saloon” was the name given 
the great movement that put the Eight- 
eenth Amendment into our national 
Constitution. The characterization was, 
by and large, correct. It was indeed the 
Protestant churches that were responsi- 
ble for this notable moral victory. It 
will be, therefore, of special interest to 
American Christians to know by whom 
and by what means this victory was 
nullified and destroyed. This is por- 
trayed with skill and power in Fletcher 
Dobyns’ work. No study hitherto pub- 
lished in this field touches it in mas- 
terly exposition and wealth of details. 
Mr. Dobyns is a lawyer of experience, 
and the book has the surefooted confi- 
dence of a capable jurist and investi- 
gator. It is a good sign of a renewed 
dry movement when men of his training 
and of such gifts enter the field against 
the corruption and degeneration which 





seven years of Repeal have brought: on : 


the American nation. 
One of the ablest men in the Secret 
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Service declared recently that the story 
of National Prohibition would require 
at least twenty volumes for its proper 
record. Now we have the first, and it 
could not be better. Fearless, yet just 
and discerning, it should go, and doubt- 
less will go, into the public and college 
libraries of the nation. But this is not 
enough. It should be read in American 
homes, by men and women who love 
their country and want it safe and clean 
for boys and girls. When that comes 
to pass it will generate moral force 
enough to start on its way a new dry 
movement. 


One More Year. By Bertha B. Moore. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) That’s all they 
had, both of them, — just one more year 
to live, unless from that moment on, 
they lived, moved, and had their being 
exactly as their respective doctors had 
decreed. “But I can’t do that, not unless 
I have somebody to live with me and 
make me do what I’m supposed to,” de- 
clared the millionaire play boy, Bruce 
Macmillan. “Neither can I,” echoed 
Marjorie Neil, “for my folks are dead 
and I’m out-of both money and job.” 
“Then,” cried Bruce, “we’ll just get mar- 
ried and help each other get well if it’s 
a possible thing.” 

The idea was preposterous, for until 
that moment in the doctor’s office they 
had never seen nor heard of each other. 
But God must have had his eye upon 
them—two pitiable orphans as they 
were, one so rich and the other so poor, 
for though dark waters lay ahead, the 
matrimonial bark manages somehow to 
weather the gales, until, through the 
loving ministry of two Spirit-filled old 
people, the Pilot is invited to come on 
board. Then the skies clear marvelously 
and the little ark is set down on an 
Ararat of California orange groves and 
into a life of fragrance and fruit-bear- 
ing for God and his Son. 


The Sunny Side of the Sickroom. By 
Joseph Taylor Britan, M.A., D.D. (Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 1.) The reading of this book is 
like having a sympathetic, strong friend 
sit by your bedside with words of com- 
fort, in an unobtrusive way to point you 
to the path of quietness and courage. Dr. 
Britan has had such a rich experience 
in his hospital chaplaincy that there is 
hardly a phase of illness or physical 
distress with which he is not familiar. 
He very rightly says in his preface that 
“there is need for every possible Scrip- 
tural illumination of the dark problem 
of human suffering. There is a sunny 
side of the sickroom, but the sickroom 
is sunny only as the Sun of righteous- 
ness shines in and illuminates the dark 
problems and eases the deep pains by 
the Word of his grace and his healing 
presence, 

Dr. Britan deals with such problems 
as The Origin of Pain; Why the Good 
Suffer;“The Great Physician; the Culti- 
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vation of Courage,— among the numer- 
ous situations in which he offers words 
of comfort and understanding to the 
distressed soul in time of illness, He 
has the heart of a poet, and accordingly 
the several poems that he has contrib- 
uted to the book from a treasury of 
insight and expression, for which he is 
well known and well beloved, are a wel- 
come addition to these studies. Numer- 
ous poems by athers on the general 
theme open the chapters. Here is the 
understanding heart reaching out in 
close sympathy with the sufferer in 
beautifully simple words of comfort and 
quieting of spirit such as one very rarely 
could find that would minister so abun- 
dantly to the heart of the troubled suf- 
ferer. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 
. issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


June 17 to 23 
Mon.—Malachi $:7-12. Honest Giving. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Will a man rob 
God?” Covetousness is idolatry. It is 
a rival of God’s supreme place in the 
affections. As members of Jacob’s house- 
hold had their secret idols, so many 
members of “the household of faith” se- 
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cretly bow down at the shrine of some 
fanciful advantage. The last idol to be 
destroyed is the love of money; yet this 
“love” is “a root of all kinds of evil” 
(1 Tim, 6:10, R. V.). God, give us grace 
to tear this idol from its throne. Pray 
for Star of Hope Mission, Paterson, N. J. 


Tues.—Malachi 3:13-18. Facing Reality. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Your words... 
against me.” Will a man use “stout” 
words against God? With shame, let 
us acknowledge that we have mur- 
mured against our gracious, all-loving, 
faithful God. Take sides with God 
against yourself. Agree with God. As 
sunbeams are true, so is his Word on 
every subject. Test your mental and 
moral rectitude by God’s Word. Pray 
for Ramabai Mukti Mission, Kedgaon, 
India. 


Wed.—Matthew 6:19-24. Honesty in Service. 

Prayer SuGcestTions: “First be recon- 
ciled ... then come and offer thy gift.” 
Real Christian worship is practical. It 
tends toward righteousness. True ap- 
proach to God improves attitudes and 
actions toward men. Those who would 
draw nigh to God will never move away 
from his people. Love to men is no small 
part of love to God. Pray for Lee Me- 
morial Mission, Calcutta, India. 


Thurs.—Acts 5:1-6. Dishonest Giving. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Kept back part 
of the price.” Those who seek unde- 
served credit are dishonest. “We have 
just built a beautiful church,” says one 
who never gave a dollar to the building 
fund. Dishonest motives and dishonest 
dollars are an abomination-to the Lord. 
God, give us a cleansing revival! Pray 
for the beloved Editors of The Sunday 
School Times. 


Fri.—Mark 17:6-13. False Traditions. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye hold the tra- 
dition of men.” Antiquity is often used 
to advance iniquity. Immoral usages, 
such as, “When in Rome do as the Ro- 
mans do,’ have thrown many earnest 
Christians off guard. Evil and good tra- 
ditions are all about us. Choose what 
is good, honest, and Scriptural (see Col. 
2:8; 1 Pet. 1:18; and 2 Thess. 2:15 with 
2 Thess. 3:6). Pray for Belgian Gospel 
Mission, Brussels, Belgium. - ‘ 
Sat.—Luke i19:1-10. Making a Man Honest. 

PraYER SuGcEsTIONs: “This day is sal- 
vation come to this house.” Save a man, 
and his practices will usually keep step 
with his. experience in the grace of 
God. Honesty of purpose and practice 
attend regeneration. Christ enthroned 
means the details of life will be im- 
proved, but “who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean?” (Job 14:4.) 
When God has the heart he has also the 
issues of life. Pray for North Africa 
Mission, London, 

Sun.—Psalm 15:1-5. 
A Picture of an Honest Man. 

PRAYER SuccesTIons: “He that swear- 
eth to his own hurt, and changeth not.” 


(Lesson for June 23) June 8, 1940 


“Mr. Facing Bothways” is a clever gen- 
tleman; but he is not an honest man. 
The godly man’s yea will be yea, and 
his nay, nay, even if he has to pay a 
high price in keeping his pledged word. 
The price a good man pays in fulfilling 
his promise furnishes us with a good 
photograph of an honest heart. Pray for 
Latin America Mission, San Jose, Costa 
Rica. 
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